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PETITIONS, &e. | 
The following petitions, memorials, &c., were ] 
sented under the rule and referred to the ap- || 


‘ , | 
ropriate committees, viz: | 
By Mr. SPALDING: The petition of George W. Johnson 
and 108 other legal voters of the city of Buffalo, New York, | 
for the establishment and protection of freedom: in the ter- | 
rtores of the United States, | 
| 





Also, two petitions in favor of cheap postage. 

gy Mr. RUMSEY: Three petitions from teachers and | 

sindeats of Alfred Academy, New York, praying a redue- 

tion of postage to two cents per half ounce on prepaid 
ers. . 

a. the petition of Hiram M. Bosiwick and others, of | 

Coming, Steuben county, New York, f r same purpose. 
Also, the petition of citizens of Independence, New York, | 

for same purpose, 
Also, two petitions from citizens of Steuben county, New 

York, for sane purpose. | 


Also, a petition from citizens of Allegany, New York, for 
gaune purpose. 

Also, two petitions from citizens of Addison, Steuben 
county, New York, praying for the repeal of the act of Con- | 

vss of 26th February, 1845, extending the patent for | 

Foodworth’s planing machine. 

ty Mr. GOULD: The petition and affidavit of Enos Mal- 
lory fora pension. * 

By Mr. KING, of Rhode island: The petition of the heirs 
of Godfrey Wen wood. 
By Mr. TAYLOR: The petition of Snowden Sargent and | 
% others, citizens of Pike county, Ohio, praying for cheap | 


pstage. 

My Mr. CABLE, of Ohio: A petition from James Jones 
and 68 others,and from J C. Smith and 78 other ciiizens of | 
Jefferson county, Ohio, for a mail-route from Wellsville, by 
way of Knoxville, Bowling Green, Richmond, Annapolis, 
Bloomingdale, Smithfield, Mount Pleasant, Colerain, to 
St. Clairsville, Ohio, 

'y Mr. BRIGGS: The petitionofC Masoreand 28 others, 
citizens of New York, asking Congress to establish th: 
rales of le ter pOstage at two cents prepaid per half ounce. 
By Mr. FULLER: The petition of Samuel Wheeler »nd 
sundry oher citizens of Washington county, Maine, ship- 
owners, praying Congress to cause ‘0 be removed certain 
obstructions in the Tide waters of Cobscook Falls in the 
Passamaquoddy Bay. 

By Mr. GOODENOW: The peti:ion of Thomas D. Rob- 
inson and 422 other citizens, engaged in commercial busi- 
ness at the portof Bath, in the State of Maine, asking for an 
— for the erection of a custom-house at said 

au. 

Also, the petition of George Pierce and other citizens of 
the United a asking that Deseret may be speedily ad- 
mitted into the Union as a State, without regard to their 
method of worshipping God. 

ByMr. MATT’ SON: The petition of Ezra Wood and 
139 others, citizens of Whitestown, Oneida county, in favor | 
of reducing postage to a uniform rate of two cents on pre- | 
paid letters weighing half an ounce or less. | 

Also, the petition of Z. Hil! and 115 other citizens, of 
Rowe, in same county, for the same purpose. 

Also, the petition of Rev. Pindar Field and 50 others, 
citizens of Marshall, in same county, for the same purpose. | 

Also, the petition of Savage & Moore, manufacturers, and 
2% others, citizens of Paris, same county, for same purpose. 

Also, the petition of Wm. F. Owen and 90 others, citizens | 
of Broomville, same county, for same purpose. 

Also, the petition of Thomas James and 34 others, citizens 
of same county, for same purpose. 

Also, the petition of the principal and students of Clinton 
Grammar School, in same county, for same purpose. 

By Mr. BUTLER, of Connecticut: The memorial of 
George Dudicy and others, praying a reduction of postage. 

Also, the memorial of Anson Colt and others, praying 
Congress to take action in favor of “ Stipulat: d Arbitration” 
~ ae of settling national difficulties and prevent- 

By Mr. BOWLIN : The petition of J. R. Woodsides and 

others, citizens of Oregon and Ripley counties, Missouri, 
praying the establishment of a mail route from Thomas- 
Ville, the county seat of Oregon county, via Mill Creek, and 

“niphan, the county seat of Ripley county, and Martins- 

', in said county, to the county seat of Butler county. 

Also, the petition of Stephen J. C. Barksdale and 32 
os citizens of Shannon county, Missouri, praying the 
oe lishment of a mail-route from Breckenridge’s Mill, in 
ee county, to Eminence, the county seat of Shan- 

county. 
nm the petition of the Mississippi and Pacific Railroad 
tion ee of Missouri, praying the right of way and a dona- 
oe the public lands along the route in alternate sections 
aid in the constraction of the said road through the State 
of Missouri, 

By Mr. HOWE: The petition of David Himsed and 52 

ts, Cilizens of the county of Union, Pennsylvania pray- 

Al ‘gress t0 make a change in the present tariff laws. 
P<... the petition of John Thornton and 40 others, citi- 

u of the same county, and upon the same subject. 
of s0, the petition of John M. Clark and 44 others, citizens 

Abe same county, and ang the same subject. 
chine the petition of William H. Forker and 40 others, 

reg of the same county, and upon the same subject. 
sinned the petition of William Mitchell and 43 others, citi- 

Alon the same county, and upon the same subject. 
ducal the petition of James McParland and 42 others, citi- 
e me the county of Union, Pennsylvania, asking Congress 
pri luce the rates of postage and to abolish the franking 

vilege, &e. , - 
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By Mr. HENRY: The petition of Marshall Newton and | 
others, of Newfarce, Vermont, for cheap postage. 
By Mr. WecLANAHAN: The petition from citizens o 
Perry county, Pennsylvania, for the reduction of postage. 
By Mr. WILMOT: The petition signed by 45 citizens of 
Bradford county, Pennsylvania, asking for a reduction inthe | 
rates of postage. | 
By Mr. MANN, of Pennylvania: The petition of John- 
ston Shrum and 37 others, citizens of Westmoreland coun- | 
ty, Pennsylvania, praying Congress to grant relief to the offi- 
cers and soldiers of the late war with Great Britain. | 
| 
| 
| 
| 


' 





By Mr. MATTESON: The petition ef Milton Lyman 
and 26 others, citizens of Marshall, Oneida county, New 
Vork, in favor of settling national difficulties by stipulated 
arbitration of a Congress of Nations. 

Also, the petition of Job Parker and 90 others, citizens of 
Oneida county, New York, in favor o€releasing trom prison 
Daniel Drayton and Sayre, confined in prison in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia for aiding in the escape of slaves, and to 
guard against its recurrence by the highest penalties. 

By Mr. JACKSON: The petition of Henry C. Wheeler, 
Jobu H. Young, and 37 others, citizens of Benton, Yates coun- 
ty, New York, praying that a uniform rate of postage of five 
cents be charged on all letters not exceeding half an ounce 
in Weight any distance in the United States, aud that news- | 
papers be transmitted in the mail thirty miles, or within the 
county where published, free of postage. | 

Also, the petition of J. N. Dox, and 42 others, citizens of 
the same place, for the same. 

Also, the petition of Robt. Chissom, James B. Carr, and 
36 others, citizens of Jerusalem, Yates county, New York, 
on the same subject. 

By Mr. BINGHAM: Two petitions from F. W. Curtinus 
and other officers of the Ist Regiment” of Michigan Volun- 
teers, for additional remuneration. 

By Mr. CLEVELAND: The petition of citizens of Nor- 
wich, Connecticut, for cheap postage. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Easton, Connecticut, for 
cheap postage. 

By Mr. FOWLER: The petition of Samuel B. King, and 
75 others, citizens of Taunton, Massachusetts, praying the 
passage of a bill for the reduction of postage on prepaid let- 
ters to two cents. 

By Mr. SCHERMERHORN: The petition of H. T. Spen- 
cer and sixty-four others, inhabitants of the village of Char- 
lotte, atthe mouth of Genesee river and harbor on Lake 
Ontario, New York, praying for an appropriation for the 
repair and completion of the works necessary to the safety | 


Also, the petition of Wm. H. Burchard and others, stu- 
dents of the Madison Uuiversity, New York, for cheap 
postage. 

Also, the petition of the citizens of Rochester, New York, 
for cheap postage and the abolition of the franking privilege. 

By Mr. CONGER: The petition of ninety-two citizens of 
Moravia, Cayuga county, New York, for the reduction of 
postage to two cents on prepaid letters. 

Also, of forty-five teachers and students of Cortland 
Academy, New York, for the same. 

Also, the petition of sixty-six citizens of Auburn and 
vicinity, New York, for the prohibition of slavery and the 
slave trade in all the territories of the United States. 

Also, the petition of sixty-seven citizens of the same 
place for the repeal of ail laws authorizing slavery in the 
District of Columbia. 

Also, the petition of ninety-six citizens of Virgil, Cort- | 
land county, New York, for the relief of Drayton and Sayre, | 
now in prison in the District of Columbia, and for the abo- 
lition of slavery in said District. / 

By Mr. WOOD: A memorial from the Hon. Robert Lee, 
of Crawford county, Ohio, praying Congress to establish a 
mail-route from Mount Gilead, in Morrow county, through 
Iberia, Galien, Leesvil'e, Liberty, Carners, De Kalb, and 
Tyro, in the county of Crawford, to Plymouth, in the 
county of Richland, twice a week. 

Also, a petition from James Clements and 108 others, 
citizens of said counties, on the same subject. 

Also, a petition from J. N. Fry and 82 others, citizens of 
sa d counties, on the same subject. 

Also, the memorial of David Ross; of Wood county, 
Ohio, suggesting various alterations in the post office law. 








Also, a petition from D. A. Simon and 58 others, citizens 
of Crawford county, Ohio, praying Congress to reduce the 
postage on all prepaid letters to two cents. 

Also, a petition from Mary P. Robinson and 27 other 
ladies, of Crawford county, Ohio, asking Congress to re- 
duce the postage on all prepaid letters to two cents. 

Also, a petition from E. Giles and 57 other citizens of 
Wyandot county, Ohio, praying Congress to repeal so 
much of the postage law as prohibits publishers of news- 
papers from sending their papers through counties where 
published free of postage; also, for reduction of prepaid 
letters to two cents. 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, March 4, 1850. 


On motion of Mr. FOOTE, the 47th standing 
rule was suspended so far as to permit the pres- 
ence of ladies on the floor of the Senate, by whom 
the privileged seats were already occupied. 


MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 

Mr. DICKINSON presented two petitions from 
citizens of Rochester, New York, asking a reduc- 
tion of the rates of postage to two cents on prepai‘l 
letters not exceeding half an ounce, and that the 


| 


| 
i 
| 
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} franking privilege may be abolished; which were 


referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

Also, a petition from citizens of the city, county, 
and State of New York, in favor of vada the 
rates of postage to two cents on all prepaid letters 
not exceeding half an ounce; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Post Oilice and Post 
Roads. 

Mr. HALE presented a petition from citizens 
of Sanborton, in the State of New Elampshire, 
asking the timely adoption of some measures by 
which international disputes may be settled without 
resort to war; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. SEWARD presented a memorial of citi- 
zens of Victory, in the State of New York, asking 
that pensions may be granted to the widows ond 
orphans of officers and soldiers of the last war 
with Great Britain; which was referred to the 
Commutiee on Pensions. 

Also, two petitions from citizens of Rochester, 
New York, asking a reduction of the rates of 
postage and the abolition of the franking privilege. 

Also, a petition from citizensof New York city, 
in favor of a reduction of the rates of postage to 
two cents on all prepaid lettersmot exceeding half 
an ounce, 

Also, from citizens of York, Livingston county, 
New York, asking that the rates of postage may 
be reduced to two cents on all prepaid letters not 
éxceeding half an ounce, and no postage on news- 


| papers to exceed one cent. 


Also, from citizens of Genesee county, New 
York, asking a reduction on the rates of letters to 
two cents for each half ounce; all of which peti- 
tions were referred to the Committee on the Post 


| Office and Post Roads 


of said harbor. | 


Also, the memorial of Benjamin Tatham and 
Henry B. 'Tathain, asking an extension of their 
patent for an invention for manufacturing lead 
pipes; which was referred to the Committee on 
Patents and the Patent Office. 

Also, a petition from citizens of Buffalo and two 
petitions from citizens of Auburn and iis vicinity, 
in the State of New Yerk, praying that fugitive 
slaves may be allowed the right of trial by jury 
when arrested by their owners in any State other 


| than that in which they may be held to service. 


Mr. COOPER presented a memorial from citi- 
zens of Lebanon county, Pennsylvania, asking 
that an agricultural bureau may be established at 
Washington, and setting forth that while, as the 
most numerous portion of the people of this great 
country, we are compelled to bear a very large 
proportion of the public burdens, they feel that 
they have a right to claim and expect from Gov- 


| ernment the same care and solicitide that are ex- 


tended to the military, commercial, and manufac- 


| turing interests of the nation; which was referred 
to the Committee on Agriculture. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Also, a memorial of citizens of Centre county, 
Pennsylvania, asking a modification of the tariff 
of 1846. 

Also, a petition from citizens of Venango coun- 
ty, Pennsylvania, asking a modification of the 
tariff of 1846. 

Also, two memorials from citizens of Clarion 
county, Pennsylvania, asking for a modification 
of the tariff of 1846; all which were severally re- 
ferred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. HAMLIN presented a petition from mem- 
‘bers of the Crescent and Cynosure Division of 
Sons of Temperance in Bangor, Maine; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. ; 

Mr. BRADBURY presented the memorial of 
John Mercer, ssking indemnity for French spolia- 
tions prior to 1800; which was ordered to lie wn the 
table. 

Mr. FELCH presented a memorial from citi- 
zens residing on the south shore of Lake Superior, 
asking the construction of a ship canal around the 
Falls of the Sie. Mary, the improvement of Eagle 
Harbor, at the mouth of. Ontonagon river, and the 
erection of a lighthouse and breakwater at the 
mouth of Eagle river. | 
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Also, two petitions from citizens of Ontonagon, 
Michigan, asking the improvement of the harbors 
at the mouth of Ontonagon river; which were sev- 
erally referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
ate the proceedings of a meeting of citizens held at 
Indianapolis, Indiana, in favor of allowing bounty 
lands to the officers and soldiers who served in the 
several Indians wars subsequent to the Revolu- 
tion, and during the last war with Great Britain; 
which was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

Mr. HAMLIN presented the memorial of the 
Portland Society of Natural History in the State 
of Maine, asking that they may be furnished with 
a copy of the scientific works of the Exploring Ex- 
pedition and a set of the duplicate specimens in 
natural history collected by said expedition; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Li- 
brary. ee - 

Mr. ATCHISON presented a petition of citi- 
zens of Hannibal, Missouri, asking the establish- 
ment of a mail route from Hannibal to St. 
Joseph, in this State; which was referred to the 
Committee 6n the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. JONES presented the petition of Frederick 
Dixon, asking compensation for services rendered, 
wounds received, and property sacrificed in the 
military service of the United States; which was 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Also, a petition from Patrick Conway, a soldier 
in the late war with Great Britain, asking to be 
allowed bounty land; which was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, a_petition from citizens of Galena, Illinois, 
asking a reduction of the rates of postage; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 


THE PATENT LAWS. 


Mr. DICKINSON. I have been eaese to 
present to the Senate the petition of Horace H. 


Day, Henry R. Dunham, James Renwick, and | 


James Stimpson, a sub-committee on behalf of a 
Convention of Inventors, and others interested in 
patent property, which was held at Baltimore in 
the month of September last. 

This memorial and draught of a bill originated 
with that Convention—a body representing truly 
the interests of inventors and of the public. For 


many years inventors and others have experienced | 
much vexation and inconvenience by reason of the | 


imperfect operations of the law of 1836, and sub- 
sequent alterations and amendments have failed to 
remedy the grievance, and the whole system is 
now patched up, incompleteand uncertain. Never- 
theless, that the benefit of judicial decisions upon 
mportant questions may not be lost, they propose 
to preserve such parts of the law of 1836 as ex- 


perience has proved to be useful, and to add such | 


provisions as will make it, as far as may be, 
equal and just in its operations, and mark clearly 
the line betw®en the rights of the inventors and 
the public. 

So oppressive had the operation of the patent 
laws proved, that in 1845 a national convention 
assembled in New York to take measures to 
remedy these evils; and since that time, similar 
conventions have been held in Philadelphia, Bos- 
ton, and Baltimore. The draught of a billy now 
presented, was prepared by or under the direction 
of three able and experienced counsellors. It was 
then considered carefully by a committee of the 
convention, and, with their suggestions, referred 
again to those who prepared it, that it might be 
made to conform to the views which a large ex- 
perience had matured and embodied in the shape 
of amendments; and, in its present form, is the 


joint production of learned counsellors and those . 


interested in patent property. 

The present system protects neither the inven- 
tor nor the public, and, by allowing collateral 
contests, begets and fosters endiess and profitless 
\jtigation.. The patent is granted upon private 
application, and the present system provides no 
adequate remedy for procuring it cancelled, how- 
ever improperly issued. The proposed bill per- 
mits any one aggrieved to institute proceedings for 
ita repeal, and for a direct and prompt trial of the 
issue, and in prosecutions it prevents any defence, 
except that the defendant is not using the inven- 
tion. These are the two great and marked fea- 
tures of the proposed bill—dispensing with col- 
lateral litigations, and providing a direct remedy 





| for annulling patents erroneously issued, and thus 
| protecting the public on the one hand, and the 
| patentee or owner on the other. 

During the existence of the patent, nothing can 
| be more unjust and oppressive to the inventor, 
| who has given the productions of his genius to 
the world, under a guarantee, by his Government, 
of exclusive ownership for a limited period, than 
to require him to litigate the validity of his patent 
| over any and every question which may arise col- 
| laterally concerning it in any court, in any part 
| of the United States, having jurisdiction to the 
amount of a single dollar, and subjecting him to 
‘all the embarrassments which caprice and ig- 
| norance may unite against him. This bill, it has 
| been already said, was designed to remedy this 
| evil, and at the same time to give security to the 
| public against fraud and imposition by simple, 
| direct, and speedy remedies. 
| The present is deemed a fit occasion to call the 
attention of the Senate to the objects of the patent 

fund, and to insist that it should be preserved for 

the benefit of the inventors—sacred to the con- 
| tributions of science. No class have done more 
| to add to the permanent glory of the nation—the 
| wealth, and happiness, and elevation of the 
| people; and yet this fund is now being depre- 
| ciated, if not exhausted, upon objects as question- 
able in point of utility, as the authority by which 
they are prosecuted, - 

The petition was referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary, and the motion to print was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Printing. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


On motion by Mr. DODGE, of lowa, 


Ordered, 'That the petition of John Mounts, on the files 
of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


On motion by Mr. CLEMENS, 


Ordered, That leave be granted to withdraw the docn- 
ments on the files of the Senate relating to the claim of N. 
G. Hamilton, 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. DAWSON, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, to which was referred the documents 
in relation to the claim of Capt. George E. Me- 
Clelland’s company of Florida volunteers, sub- 
mitted a report, which was ordered to be printed, 
} accompanied by a bill to authorize the Secretary 
| of War to cause to be paid to Capt. George E. 
McClellan, his officers, and men composing his 
company of mounted volunteers full pay for 
services rendered, subsistence and foraze fur- 
nished in East Florida, in the year 1840, which 
was read and passed to a second reading. 

Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Print- 
ing, to which was referred the motion to print the 
message of the President of the United States 
covering « report made in compliance with a reso- 
lution calling for the amount of prize money paid 
into the Treasury of the United States, &c., re- 
ported in favor of printing the same; which was 
concurred in. 

The Senate then proceeded to consider the ad- 
verse reports made from time to time. 

The adverse report made by the Committee on 
Patents on the petition of Peter U. Morgan, was 
considered; and on motion of Mr. BALDWIN, 
the report was ordered to lie on the table. 

The adverse report made by the Committee on 
the Judiciary, in relation to the extension of the 
maritime jurisdiction of the United States over 
the rivers and harbors thereof, was considered; 
and 

On motion by Mr. CORWIN, the report was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

The Senate then proceeded to consider the ad- 
verse report of the Committee on Naval Affairs, 
on the claim of Francis B. Stockton for the pay- 
ment of certain traveling expenses; and on motion 
by Mr. KING, it was ordered to lie on the table. 

The several adverse reports, on the memorial of 
Isabella Cole, executrix of William Cole, the me- 
morial of John Pearce, junior, the memorial of 
Charles Colburn, the petition of Thomas Webb, 
and John Cookern, and the memorial of Margaret 
Carmick, were taken up and concurred in. 

POST OFFICE REMOVALS. 
The Senate then proceeded to consider the res- 
' olution submitted by Mr. Dickinson, on the third 
of January, relative to the removal of postmasters 
and deputy postmasters. 
Mr. GREENE on behalf of Mr. Puenes, who 
appeared in his seat for the first time since his re- 





rn 





a 


cent indisposition, proposed to amend the resoly. 
tion so as to direct the inquiry to be made of u 

. . : ade of the 
President of the United States, instead of the Post. 
master General. _ _ 

Mr. DICKINSON expressed his willingness t 
accept the amendment. re . 

Mr. DAWSON. I will say to the honorable 
Senator from New York, that I presume he thor. 
vughly understands the object he has in cae de 
this inquiry, and thata mistake may have jempien 
on the part of the Postmaster General in appoint 
ing an individual to office where the amount to be 
received by the incumbent exceeded one thousand 
dollars. An occurrence of this kind did ths 
place. It was supposed to be an office that was 
not worth morethan one thousand dollars per an. 
num, but in reality it turned out that the amount 
exceeded that sum by a few hundred dollars; and 
as soon as the mistake was discovered the appoint- 
ment was revoked, and the matter was referred t) 
the Executive immediately. Is that the case jy 
— the honorable Senator seeks for informa. 
ion? 

Mr. DICKINSON. [ understand there has 
been a class of appointments of this nature. | do 
not know of the case to which the Senator alludes 
particularly. I: can be no great trouble, however 
to furnish us with the reply to the inquiry ena. 
tained in this resolution. 

Mr. DAWSON. *We are all aware that, ac- 
cording to law, in those cases in which the emoly- 
ment exceeds one thousand dollars, the appoint. 
ment belongs to the Executive Department, or 
rather to the President; and in all cases where jt 
falls below that sum, to the Postmaster General. 
Now, in one case, as | understand, where the 
amount was not precisely known, or was not par- 
ticularly observed by the clerk at the time, a com- 
mission was issued by the Postmaster General; 
but as soon as the mistake was discovered, the 
commission was withdrawn. Lonly ask the hon- 
orable Senator if that was the case to which he 
alluded ? 

Mr. DICKINSON. I know of a case in the 
State of New York where the Postmaster General 
assumed to appoint, and persisted in the appoint- 
ment, although it was beyond his jurisdiction. | 
am obliged to the gentleman from Georgia ‘or his 
statement, but | prefer to have a response to the 
resolution either from the Postmaster General or 
from the President. I have been informed that 
other cases of a similar kind have oecurred, though 
I do not know the fact. : 

Mr. DAWSON. I take occasion to say, that 
out of the twenty thousand post offices there has 
been but one appointment made by the Postmaster 
General that was not within his jurisdiction, and 
that was not done out of any usurpation of power 
on his part, but through a mistake. 

Mr. DICKINSON. I shall be among the first 
to excuse it if it is a mere mistake. 

The amendment suggested by Mr. Greene on 
behalf of Mr. Pue.rs was then agreed to, and the 
resolution was adopted as follows: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to cause the Senate to be informed whether the 
Postmaster General, either by himself or his assistants, has 
at any time removed, or attempted to remove, before the ex- 
piration of the term for which he was commissioned, by the 
appointment of a successor, or in any other manner, and 
how, any deputy postmaster or postmasters who held ap- 

ointnents under the President of the United States, made 

y and with the advice and consent of the Senate, under 
and in pursuance of the law of Congress entitled “ Anact to 
change the organization of the Post Offiee Department, and 
to provide more effectually for the settlement of the accounts 
thereof,” approved 2d of July, 1836; and if any such removal 
or removals have been made or attempted, that he specily 
the number, the names of the officers, and the offices the) 
held respectively?; and also that he inform the Senate 
whether, in his own name or that of either of his assistanl, 
and which of them, the Postmaster General has appointed, 
or claimed the authority to appoint, or attempted to appoint, 
persons to fill the vacancies thus created, and issued to them 
letters of appointment and commissions, or either, and 
which of them, and whether more than one of each or of 
either was issued to the same appointee, and to whom and 
at what office or offices, and the reasons therefor ; aud that 
a copy of such letters of appointment and commissions be 
furnished, if in his power, and if not, the substance thereo!, 
including names, dates, and signatures ; and further, whether 
the Postmaster General has attempted, and by what means, 
to enforce any such removal or appointment. 


PRINTING FOR COMMITTEES. 


Mr. YULEE submitted the following for co 
sideration: . 

Ordered, That circulars ordered by committees of S 
body with the purpose of collecting information upon st 
jects referred to their consideration shall be executed by the 
printer employed to print for the Senate. 
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NOTICE OF A BILL. | 

Mr. WALKER gave notice that he would to- | 
| 

| 

| 


1850. 


morrow, or at some subsequent day, ask leave to 
introduce a bill to provide the incipient measures 
necessary for the construction of a railroad from 
the Mississippi river to the Pacific ocean. 
PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 

Mr. SEWARD. It becomes necessary that I 
should ask the forbearance of the Senate for a mo- 
ment, in order that I may explain some remarks 
which, as | apprehended, were misunderstood in 
a part of the debate which occurred on the bill for 
the relief of Conrad W. Faber and others. I 
would not trouble the Senate with any remarks 
on the subject if the misapprehension affected my- 
self personally; but it has excited some discomfort 
in diplomatic quarters. 

| was understood to have stated in the debate 
that | was authorized by the Secretary of State to 
cay that the war between Germany and Denmark 
had ceased to exist. I have nota distinct recol- 
lection of what I did say on that occasion, but 
what it would have been correct to say was, that 
that German Ergpire which was the principal in 
the bond taken by this Government to preserve 
the neutrality of the United States, had ceased to 
exist on the 20th of December last, when the Vicar 
the Archduke John surrendered his authority; and 
that German Empire which he represented having 
ceased to exist, at that time the operation of the | 
bond was spent. Sureties in a bond cannot be 
made liable beyond its plain conditions, and the 
parties who were to be relieved could not have 
been made responsible for the acts of any other | 
than their own principal. I will take occasion | 
barely to add, that 1 had no intention at that time | 
—it was no part of my object—and | presume that | 
no other Senator had any intention or disposition 
to abandon the neutral policy of the United States. 


THE COMPROMISE. 

The Senate proceeded to the consideration of | 
the special order, being the resolutions submitted | 
by Mr. Cray, upon which this day had been as- | 
signéd to the Senator from South Carolina, [Mr. || 
CaLuoun.] 

Mr. CALHOUN. As much indisposed as I 
have been, Mr. President and Senators, I have felt 
it to be my duty to express to you my sentiments | 
upon the great question which has agitated the 
country and occupied your attention. And I am 
under peculiar obligations to the Senate for the | 
very courteous manner in which they have afford- | 
ed me an opportunity of being heard to-day. 

I had hoped that it would haye been in my pow- 
er during the last week to have delivered my 
views in relation to this all-engrossing subject, but 
I was prevented from doing so by being attacked 
by acold which is at this time so prevalent, and 
which has retarded the recovery of my strength. 

Acting under the advice of my friends, and ap- 
prehending that it might not be in my power to | 
deliver my sentiments before the termination of | 
the debate, 1 have reduced to writing what [ in- | 
tended to say. And, without further remark, I 
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willask the favor of my friend, the Senator be- | 
hind me to read it. 

Mr. MASON. It affords me great pleasure to 
comply with the request of the honorabie Senator, 
and to read his remarks. 

The honorable gentleman then read Mr. Cat- 
Houn’s remarks as follows: 

Mr. CALHOUN. I have, Senators, believed 
from the first that the agitation of the subject of 
slavery would, if not prevented by some timely 
and effective measure, end in disunion. Enter- 


| 
| 


| 
j 


sions, endeavored to call the attention of each of 
the two great parties which divide the country to 
adopt some measure to prevent so great a disas- 
ter, but without success. 


|| ties in the other section. 
| agitation and in favor of preserving quiet. 
| as Breat as it was, it was not sufliciently so to 


| pervades the section. 


| this discontent? 


| the South during the time. era 
| them at present, as it will be done hereafter, in its 








measure it can be saved; just as it would be im- 
possible for a physician to pronounce, in the case 
of some dangerous disease, with any certainty, 
by what remedy the patient could be saved, 
without familiar knowledge of the nature and 
character of the cause of the disease. The first 
question, then, presented for consideration, in the 
investigation I propose to make, in order to ob- 
tain such knowledge, is: What is it that has en- 
dangered the Union? ‘ 

To this question there can be but one answer: 
that the immediate cause is the almost universal 
discontent which pervades all the States com- 
posing the southern section of the Union. This 
widely-extended discontent is not of recent origin. 
[t commenced. with the agitation of the slavery 
question, and has been increasing ever since. The 
next question, going one step further back, is: 
What has caused this widely-diffused and almost 
universal discontent? 

It is a great mistake to suppose, as is by some, 
that it originated with demagogues, who excited 


| the discontent with the intention of aiding their 
| personal advancement, or with the disappointed 


ambition of certain politicians, who resorted to it 
as the means of retrieving their fortunes. On the 
contrary, all the great political influences of the 
section were arrayed against excitement, and ex- 
erted to the utmost to keep the people quiet. ‘The 


| great mass of the people of the South were divi- 


ded, as in the other section, into Whigs and Dem- 


| ocrats. ‘The leaders and the presses of both parties 
|| in the South were very solicitous to prevent ex- 
| citement and to preserve quiet; because it was 


seen that the eflects of the former would necessa- 
rily tend to weaken, if not destroy, the political 
ties which united them with their respective par- 
Those who know the 
strength of party ties will readily appreciate the 
immense force which this cause exerted against 
But, 


prevent the wide-spread discontent which now 
No; some cause, far deeper 
and more powerful than the one supposed, must 
eXist, to account for discontent so wide and deep. 
The question, then, recurs: What is the cause of 
It will be found in the belief of 
the people of the southern States, as prevalent as 
the discontent itself, that they cannot remain, as 
things now are, consistently with honor and safety, 
in the Union. The next question to be consid- 
ered is: What nas caused this belief? 

One of the causes is, undoubtedly, to be traced 
to the iong-continued agitation of the slave ques- 


tion on the part of the North, and the many ag- | 


gressions which they have made on the rights of 


proper place. ade 
There is another, lying back of it, with which 


| this is intimately connected, that may be regarded 


as the great and primary cause. That is to be 
found in the fact that the equilibrium between the 
two sections in the Government, as it stood when 
the constitution was ratified and the Government 
put in action, has been destroyed. At that time 
there was nearly a perfect equilibrium between 
the two, which afforded ample means to each to 
ae itself against the aggression of the other; 

ut, as it now stands, one section has the exclu- 
sive power of controlling the Government, which 


leaves the other without any adequate means of 


protecting itself against its encroachment and op- 
pression. To place this subject distinctly before 
you, I have, Senators, prepared a brief statistical 
statement, showing the relative weight of the two 
sections in the Government under the first census 
of 1790 and the last census of 1840. 

According to the former, the population of the 


1 will not enumerate | 
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House of Representatives, and in the electoral col- 
lege, in favor of the northern, owing to the fact, 
that, according to the provisions of the Constitu- 
tion, in estimating Federal numbers, five slaves 
count but three; but it was too small to affect 
sensibly the perfect equilibrium which, with that 
exception, existed at the time. Such was the 
equality of the two sections when the States com- 
posing them agreed to enter into a Federal Uhiott« 
Since then the equilibrium between them has been 
greatly disturbed. 

According to the last census the aggregate pop- 
ulation of the United States amounted to 17,063,357, 
of which the northern section contained 9,728,920 
and the southern 7,334,437, making a difference, 
in round numbers, of 2,400,000. The number of 
States had increased from sixteen to twenty-six, 
making an addition of ten States. In the mean- 
time the position of Delaware had become doubt- 
ful as to which section she properly belongs. Con- 
sidering her as neutral, the northern States will 
have thirteen and the southern States twelve; 
making a difference in the Senate of two Senators 
in favor of the former. According to the appor- 
tionment under the census of 1840, there were 223 
members of the House of Representatives, of 
which the northern States had 135 and the south- 
ern States (considering Delaware as neutral) 87; 
making a difference in favor of the former in the 
House of Representatives of 48. The difference 
in the Senate of two members, added to this, gives 
to the North in the electoral college a majority of 
5U. Since the census of 1840 four States have 
been added to the Union; lowa, Wisconsin, 
Florida, and Texas. They leave the difference in 
the Senate as it stood when the census was taken; 
but add two to the side of the North in the House, 
making the present majority in the House in its 
favor 50, and in the electoral college 52. 

The resuit of the whole is to give the northern 
section a predominance in every part of the Gov- 
ernment, and thereby concentrate in it the two 
elements which constitute the Federal Govern- 
ment—a majority of Statesand a majority of their 
population, estimated in federal numbers. W hat- 
ever section concentrates the two in itself possesses 
the control of the entire Government. 

But we are just at the close of the sixth decade, 
and the commencement of the seventh. The cen- 
sus is to be taken this year, which must add great- 
ly to the decided preponderance of the North in 
the House of Representatives and in the electoral 
college. The prospect is, also, that a great in- 
crease will be added to its present preponderance 
in the Senate during the period of the decade, by 
the addition of new States. Two Territories, Or- 
egon and Minnesota, are already in progress, and 
strenuous efforts are making to bring in titree ad- 
ditional States from the territory recently con- 
quered from Mexico; which, if successful, will add 
three other States in a short time to the northern 
section, making five States; and increasing the 
present number of its States from fifteen to twenty, 
and of its Senators from thirty to forty. On the 
contrary, there is nota single territory in prog- 
ress in the southern section, and no certainty that 
any additional State will be added to it during the 
decade. The prospect then, is, that the two sec- 
tions in the Senate, should the efforts now made « 
to exclude the South from the newly-acquired ter- 
ritories succeed, will stand, before the end of the 
decade, twenty northern States to twelve south- 
ern, (considering Delaware as neutral,) and fort 
northern Senators to twenty-four southern. This 
great increase of Senators, added to the great in- 
crease of members of the House of Representa- 
tives and the electoral college on the part of the 
North, which must take place under the next dec- 
‘ade, will effectually and irretrievably destroy the 
equilibrium which existed when the Government 


The agitation has been 

permitted to grew with almost no attempt to | 
resist it, until it has reached a period when it can | 
no longer be disguised or denied that the Union is 
in danger, You have thus had forced upon you | 
the greatest and the gravest question that can ever 


United States, including Vermont, Kentucky, and || commenced. 

‘Tennessee, which then were in their incipient con- || Had this destruction been the operation of time, 
dition of becoming States, but were not actually || without the interference of Government, the South 
admitted, amounted to 3,929,827. Of this num- || would have had no reason to complain; but such 
| ber the northern States had 1,977,899, and the || was not the fact. It was caused by porte guage 
| southern 1,952,072, making a difference of only || of this Government, which was appointed as the 
25,827 in favor of the former States. The num- 1 common agent of all, and charged with the protec- 


<A L 
taining this opinion, I have, on all pro Hy 
} 


rome under your consideration: How can the 
nion be preserved ? 

0 give a satisfactory answer to this mighty 
question, it is indispensable to have an accurate 
and thorough knowledge of the nature and the 
character of the cause by which the Union is en- 
dangered. Without such knowledge it is impos- 
sible to pronounce, with. any certainty, by what 


ber of States, including Vermont, Kentucky, and || tion of the interests and security of all. The legis- 
Tennessee, was sixteen; of which eight, including || lation by which it has been effected may be classed 
Vermont, belonged to the northern section, and || under three heads. The first is, that series of acts 
eight, including Kentucky and Tennessze, to || by which the South has been excluded from the 
the southern; inaking an equal division of the || common territwry belonging to all of the States, as 
States between the two sections under the first ! the members of the Federal Union, and which 
census. There was a small preponderance in the || have had the effect of extending vastly the portion 
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allotted to the Northern section, and restricting 
within narrow limits the portion left the South; 
the next consists in adopting a system of revenue 
and disbursements, by which an undue proportion 
of the burden of taxation has been imposed upon 
the South, and an undue proportion of its proceeds 
appropriated to the North; and the last is a sys- 
tem of political measures by which the original 
‘character of the Government has been radically 
changed. I propose to bestow upon each of these, 
in the order they stand,a few remarks, with the 
view of showing that it is owing to the action of 
this Government that the equilibrium between the 
two sections has been destroyed, and the whole 

wers of the system centered in a sectional ma- 
jority. 

The first of the series of acts by whieh the South 
was deprived of its due share of the territories, 
originated with the Confederacy, which preceded 
the existence of this Government. It is to be 
found in the provision of the ordinance of 1787. 
Its effect was to exclude the South entirely from 
that vast und fertile region which hes between the 
Ohio and the Mississippi rivers, now embracing 
five States and one Territory. The next of the 
series is the Missouri compromise, which excluded 
the South from that large portion of Louisiana 
which lies north of 36° 30’, excepting what is in- 
cluded in the State of Missouri. The last of the 
series excluded the South from the whole of the 
Oregon Territory. All these, in the slang of the 
day, were what are called slave territories, and not 
free soil; that is, territories belonging to slavehold- 
ing powers, and open to the emigration of masters 
with their slaves. BY these several acts, the 
South was excluded from 1,238,025 square miles, 
an extent of country considerably exceeding the 
entire valley of the Mississippi. To the South 
was left the portion of the Territory of Louisiana 
lying south of 36° 30’, and the portion north of it 
included in the State of Missouri; the portion lying 
south of 36° 30’, including the States of Louisiana 
and Arkansas; and the territory lying west of the 
latter and south of 36° 30’, called the Indian coun- 
try. .These, with the Territory of Florida, now 
the State, makes in the whole 283,503 square 
miles. . To this must be added the territory ac- 
quired with Texas. If the whole shouldbe added 
to the southern section, it would make an increase 
of 325,520, which would make the whole left to 
the South 609,023. But a large part of Texas is 
still im contest between the two sections, which 
leaves it uncertain what will be the real extent of 
the portion of territory that may be left to the 
South. 

I have not included the territory recently ac- 
quired by the treaty with Mexico. The North is 
making the most strenuous efforts to appropriate 
the whole to herself,*by excluding the South from 
every foot of it. If she should ‘succeed, it will 
add to that from which the South haa already been 
excluded 526,078 square miies, and would increase 
the whole which the North bas appropriated to 
herself to 1,764,023, not including the portion 
that she may succeed in excluding us from in 
Texas. To sum up the whole, the United States, 
since they declared their independence, have ac- 
quired 2,373,046 square miles of territory, from 
which the North will have excluded the South, if 
she should succeed in monopolizing the newly 
acquired territories, from about three-fourths of 
the whole, leaving to the South but about one- 
fourth. 

Such isthe first and great cause that has de- 
stroyed the equilibriam between the two sections 
in the Government. 

The next is the system of revenue and dis- 
bursements which has been adopted by the Gov- 
ernment. It is well known that the Government 
has derived its revenue mainly from duties on 
imports. I shall not undertake to show that such 
duties must necessarily fall mainly on the export- 
ing States, and that he South, as the great ex- 
porting portion of the Union, has in reality paid 
vastly more than her due proportion of the 
revenue; because I deem it unnecessary, as the 
subject has on so many occasions been fully dis- 
eussed. Norshall I, for the same reason, under- 
take to show that afar greater portion of the 
revenue has been disbursed at the North than its 
due share, and that the joint effect of these causes 
has been to transfer a vast amount from South to 
North, which, under an equal system of revenue 
and disbursements, would not have been lost to 


| her. If to this be added, that many of the duties 
were imposed, not for revenue, but for protection; 
that is, intended to put money, not in the treasury 
but directly into the pockets of the manufacturers, 
some conception may be formed. of the immense 
amount which, in the long course of sixty 
ears, has been transferred from South to North. 
There are no data by which it can be estimated 
with any certainty; but it is safe to say that it 
amounts to hundreds of 
Under the most moderate estimate, it would be 
sufficient to add greatly to the wealth of the North, 


and thus greatly increase her population by at- | 


tracting emigration from all quarters to that section. 
This, combined with the great primary cause, 


amply explains why the North has acquired a | 


preponderance over every department of the Gov- 
ernment by its disproportionate increase of popu- 


lation and States. ‘he former, as has been shown, | 


has increased in fifty years 2,400,000 over that of 
the. South. 


northern section from Europe and the South, in 


consequence of the advantages derived from the || 


causes assigned. If they had not existed; if the 
South had retained all the capital which has been 
extracted from her by the fiscal acuion of the Gov- 
ernment; and, if it had not been excluded by the 
ordinance of ’87 and the Missouri compromise 
from the region lying between the Ohio and the 


Mississippi rivers, and between the Mississippi || 


and the Rocky Mountains north of 36° 30’, it 
scarcely admits of a doubt that it would have 


divided the emigration with the North, and by | 


retaining her own people, would have at least 
equalled the North in population under the census 
of 1840, and probably under that about to be taken. 


She would also, if she had retained her equal rights | 


in those territories, have maintained an equality 
in the number of States with the North, and have 
preserved the equilibrium between the two sec 
tions that existed at the commencement of the 
Government. 
to be attributed to the action of this Government. 


But while these measures were destroying the | 
equilibrium between the two sections, the action | 
of the Government was leading to a radical change | 


in its character, by concentrating all the power of 
the system in itself. The occasion will not permit 
me to trace the measures by which this great 
change has been consummated. If it did, it would 


not be difficult to show that the process commenced | 
at an early period of the Government; that it pro- | 


ceeded, almost without interruption, step by step, 
until it absorbed virtually its enure powers. But, 
without going through the whole process to estab- 
lish the fact, it may be done satisfactorily by a 
very short statement. 

That the Government claims, and practically 
maintains, the right to decide in the last resort as 
to the extent of its powers, will scarcely be denied 
by any one conversant with the political history 
of the country. That it also claims the right to 
resort to force to maintain whatever power she 
claims, against all opposition, is equally certain, 


Indeed it is apparent, from what we daily hear, | 


that this has become the prevailing and fixed opin- 
ion of a great majority of the community. Now, 
lL ask, what limitation can possibly be placed upon 
the powers of a Government claiming and exer- 
cising such rights? And, if none can be, how can 
the sepafate governments of the States, maintain 
and protect the powers reserved to them by the 
Constitution, or the people of the several States 
maintain those which are reserved to them, and 
among others, the sovereign powers by which they 
ordained and established, not only their separate 
State constitutions and governments, but aiso the 


Constitution and Government of the United States? | 
But, if they have no constitutional means of main- | 
taining them against the right claimed by this Gov- | 
ernment, it necessarily follows that they hold them | 
at its pleasure and discretion, and that all the | 


wers of the system are in reality concentrated in 

it. It also follows that the character of the 

Government has been changed, in consequence, 

from a Federal Republic, as it originally came from 

| the hands of its framers, and that it has been 

changed into a great national consolidated Democ- 

racy. 

ietion of the latter, and not one of the former, 
although it still retains its outward form. 


millions of dollars. | 


This increase of population during so | 
long a period, is satisfactorily accounted for by | 
the number of emigrants, and the increase of ther || 
descendants, which have been attracted to tie | 


The loss then of the equilibrium is | 


It has indeed, at present, all the character- | 


March 4, 
| The result of the whole of these 

‘| bined is, that the North has acquire 
| ascendency over every departinent of 
_ ment, and through it a control over all the po 

| of the system. A single section, governed |, oa 
| will of the numerical majority, has now, in — 
1 the control of the Government and the daa 
| powers of the system. What was once a consti. 

tutional Federal Republic is now converted, jn . 
ality, into one as absolute as that of the Atioens 
of Russia, and as despotic in its tendency as = 
absolute Government that ever existed. a 

As, then, the North has the absolute centro} oy. 
the Government, itis manifest that on al! on 
tions between it and the South, where there is 
diversity of interests, the interests of the lets 
will be sacrificed to the former, however Oppressiye 
the effects may be, as the South POSSesses po 
means by which it ean resist through the action of 
the Government. But if there was no question of 
vital importance to the South, in reference , 
which there was a diversity of views between thy 
two sections, this state of things might be endured 
without the hazard of destruction to the South 
But such is not the fact. There.is a question of 
vital importance to the southern section, in refer. 
ence to which the views and feelings of the two 
sections are as opposite’ and hostile as they cap 
possibly be. 

I refer to the relation between the two races jp 
the southern section, which constitutes a vital por. 
tion of her social organization. Every portion of 
the North entertains views and feelings more o; 
less hostile to it. ‘Those most opposed and hos. 
tile regard it as a sin, and consider themselves 
under the most sacred obligation to use every effort 
to destroy it. Indeed to the extent that they cop- 
ceive they have power, they regard themselves as 
implicated in the sin, and responsible for sup. 
preasing it by the use of all and every means, 
‘Those less opposed and hostile, regaid it as a 
crime—an offence against humanity,.as they call 
it; and although not so fanatical, feel themselves 
bound to use all efforts to effect the same object; 
while those who are least opposed and hostile, 
regard it as a blot and a stain on the character of 
what they call the nation, and feel themselves 
accordingly bound to give it no countenance or 
support. On the contrary, the southern section 
regards the relation as one which cannot be de- 
stroyed without subjecting the two races to the 
greatest calamity, and the section to poverty, deso- 
lation, and wretchedness; and accordingly they 
feel bound by every consideration of interest and 
safety, to defend it. 

This hostile feeling on the part of the North 
towards the social organization of the South long 
lay dormant, but it only required some cause wo 
act on those who felt most intensely that they 
were responsible for its continuance, to call it into 
action. The increasing power of this Govern- 
ment, and of the control of the northern section 
over all its departments, furnished the cause. lt 
was this which made an impression on the minds 
of many that there was little or no restraint 0 
prevent the Government from doing whatever it 
might choose to do. This was sufficient of itself 
to put the most fanatical portion of the North in 
action for the purpose of destroying the existing 
relation between the two races in the South. 

The first organized movement towards it com- 

menced in 1835. Then, for the first time, societies 

were organized, presses established, lecturers sent 
forth to excite the people of the North, and it 
| cendiary publications senttered over the whole 
|| South, through the mail. The South was tho- 
| roughly aroused. Meetings were held every- 
| 
| 
{ 
} 
! 
i 
| 
| 
i 
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where, and resolutions adopted, calling upon the 
North to apply a remedy to arrest the threatened 
evil, and pledging themselves to adopt meas 
ures for their own protection if it was not a 
| rested. At the meeting of Congress, petitions 
poured in from the North, calling upon Congress 
to abolish slavery in the District of Columb, 
and to prohibit what they called the internal siav¢ 
trade between the States, announcing at the same 
| time that their ultimate object was to abolish 
slavery, not only in the District, but in the Stales 
| and throughout the Union. At this period tht 
|| number engaged in the agitation was small, and 
| possessed little or no personal influence. — 
Neither party in Congress had, at that time, ®y 
sympathy with them or their cause. The mem 
| bers of each party presented their petitions with 
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preat reluctance. Nevertheless, as small and con- || movement, that slavery’is a sin, and ought to be 


temptible as the party then was, both of the great 
ayes at the North dreaded them. Mhey felt 
that, though small, they were organized in refer- || 
ence to a subject which had a great and command- || 
ing influence over the northern mind. Each party, | 
on that account, feared to oppose their petitions, 

est the opposite party should take advantage of 
the one who might do so, by favoring their peti- 
tious. The effect was, that both united in insist- || 
ing that the petitions should be received, and that || 
Congress should take Jurisdiction of the subject || 
for which they prayed. ‘To justify their course, 
they took the extraordinary ground that Congress || 
was bound to receive petitions on every subject, > 
however objectionable it might be, and whether || 
they had or had not jurisdiction over the subject. | 
These views prevailed in the House of Represent- 








atives, and partially in the Senate, and thus the || Is it, then, not certain that if something decisive is | 





suppressed, weaker now than at the commence- 
ment? Or is the Abolition party less numerous or 
influential, or have they less influence over, or 
control over the two great parties of the North in 
elections? Or has the South greater means of in- 
fluencing or controlling the movements of this 
Government now than it had when the agitation 
commenced? To all these questions but one an- 
swer can be given: no, no, no! The very reverse 
is true. Instead of being weaker, all the elements 
in favor of agitation are stronger now than they 
were in 1835, when it first commenced, while all 
the elements of influence on the part of the South 
are weaker. Unless something decisive is done, 
I again ask what is to stop this agitation, before 
the great and final object at which it aims—the 
abolition of slavery in the States—is consummated ? 


| its parts 
| No better than the spiritual. 
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Government. They both extended to every portion 


of the Union, and strongly contributed to hold all 
ther. But this powerful cord has fared 
It resisted for a long 


| time the explosive tendency of the agitation, but 
| has finally snapped under its force—if not entirely, 


| in a great measure. 


Nor is chefé one of the re- 


maining cords which have not been greatly weak- 


| ened, 


| 


o this extent the Union has already been 
destroyed by agitation, in the only way it can be, 


by snapping asunder and weakening the cords 


which bind it together. 
if the agitation goes on, the same force, actin 
with increased intensity, as has been shown, will 


|, finally snap every cord, when nothing will be left 


arty succeeded in their first movements in gain- |) not now done to arrest it, the South will be forced | 


iz what they proposed—a position in Congress |! to choose between abolition and secession? Indeed, || 
| as events are now moving, it will not require the || 


from which agitation could be extended over the 
whole Union. This was the commencement of || 
theagitation, which has ever since continued; and | 
which, as is now acknowledged, has endangered | 
the Union itself. {| 

As for myself, I believed, at that carly period, || 
if the party who got up the petitions should suc- || 
ceed in getting Congress to take jurisdiction, that || 
agitation would follow, and that it would, in the || 
end, if not arrested, destroy the Union. I then | 
so expressed myself in debate, and called upon || 
both parties to take grounds against assuming ju- || 
risdiction, butin vain. Had my voice been heeded, || 
and had Congress refused to take jurisdiction, by || 
the united votes of all parties, the agitation which 
followed would have been prevented, and the fa- |, 
natical zeal that gives impulse to the agitation, and || 





South to secede to dissolve the Union. 


will of itself effect it, of which its past history fur- | 


nishes abundant proof, as | shall next proceed to 
show. 
Itis a great mistake to suppose that disunion 


can be effected by a single blow. ‘The cords whieh | 


bind these States together in one common Union 
are far too numerous and powerful for that. Dis- 
union must be the work of time. Itis only through 
a long process, and successively, that the cords 
can be snapped, until the whole fabric falls asunder. 
Already the agitation of the slavery question has 
snapped some of the most important, and has 


to show. 
The cords that bind the States together are not 


Agitation | 


| 


| greatly weakened all the others, as | shall proceed || 


d . } * ° 
which has brought us to our present perilous con- || only many, but various in character. Some are |) 


dition, would have become extinguished from the |! 
want of something to feed the flame. 


That was |f 


spiritual or ecclesiastical; some political; others 
social. Some appertain to the benefit conferred 


the time for the North to show her devotion to the } by the Union, and others to the feeling of duty 


Union; but unfortunately both of the great parties 


taining party ascendency, that all other considera- 
tions were overlooked or forgotten. 

What has since followed are but the natural 
consequences. With the success of their first 
movement, this small fanatical party began to ac- 
quire strength; and with that to become an object 
of courtship to both the great parties. The neces- 
sary consequence was a further increase of power, 
and a gradual tainting of the opinions of both of the | 
other parties with their doctrines until the infection | 
has extended over both; and the great mass of the | 
population of the North who, whatever may be | 
their opinion of the original abolition party, which | 
still preserves its distinctive organization, hardly | 


carrying out their measures. With the increase 
of their influence, they extended the sphere of 
their action. Ina short time after the commence- 
ment of their first movement, they had acquired 
sufficient influence to induce the Legislatures of 
most of the northern States to pass acts which in 
effect abrogated the provision of the Constitution 
that provides for the delivery up of fugitive slaves. 
Not long after, petitions followed to abolish slavery 
in forts, magazines, and dock-yards, and ali other 
places where Congress had exclusive power of le- 
gislation. This was followed by petitions and reso- 
lutions of Legislatures of the northern States and 
popular meetings, to exclude the southern States 
from all territories fcquired or to be acquired, 
and to prevent the admission of any State hereaf- 
ter into the Union which, by its constitution, does 
hot prohibit slavery. And Congress is invoked 
to do all this expressly with the view to the final 
abolition of slavery in the States. That has been 
avowed to be the ultimate object from the begin- 
ning of the agitation until the present time; and 
yet the great body of both parties of the North, 
with the full knowledge of the fact, although dis- 
avowing the abolitionists, have codperated with 
them in almost all their measures. 
_ Such is a brief history of the agitation, as far as 
ithas yet advanced. Now, I ask Senators, what 
is there té prevent its farther progress, until it ful- 
fills the ultimate end proposed, unless some deci- 
sive measure should be adopted to prevent it? Has 
any one of the causes, which has added to its in- 
crease from its original small and contemptible be- 
oe. until it has attained its present magnitude, 
iminished in force? Is the original cause of the . 


ever fail, when it comes to acting, to codperate in || 


: | and obligation. 
of that section were so intent on obtaming or re- | 
| 


The strongest of those of a spiritual and eccle- 
siastical nature consisted in the unity of the great 
religious denominations, all of which originally 
embraced the whole Union. All these denomina- 
tions, with the exception, perhaps, of the Catho- 
lics, were organized very much upon the principle 
| of our political institutions; beginning with smaller 
| meetings corresponding with the political divisions 


much with the character of Congress. 
meetings the principal clergymen and lay mem- 


| 


bers of the respective denominations from all parts | 


of the Union met to transact business relating to | 


their common concerns. It was not confined to 
| what appertained to the doctrines and discipline of 
| the respective denominations, but extended to 


‘ 
| 


presses for the publication of tracts, newspapers, 


information, and for the support of the doctrines 
and creeds of the denomination. All this combined, 
contributed greatly to strengthen the bonds of the 
Union. The strong ties which held each denom- 


whole Union together; but, as powerful as they 
were, they have not been able to resist the ex- 
plosive effect of slavery agitation. . 
The first of these cords which snapped, under 
its explosive force, was that of Ahe powerful Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church. ‘The numerous and 
strong ties which held it together are all broke, 
and its unity gone. They now form» separate 
churches, and, instead of that feeling of attach- 
ment and devotion to the interests of the -whole 
church which was formerly felt, they are now 
arrayed into two hostile bodies, engaged in litiga- 
tion about what was formerly their common prop- 


erty. 

Tie next cord that snapped was that of the 
Baptists, one of the largest and most respectable 
of the denominations. That of the Presbyterian 
is not entirely snapped, but some of its strands 
have given away. ‘That of the Episcopal Church 
is the only one of the four great Protestant denom- 
inations which remains unbroken and entire. 

The strongest cord of a political character con- 
sists of the many and strong ties that have held to- 
gether the two great parties, which have, with some 
modifications, existed ftom the beginning of the 


plans for disseminating the Bible, establishing | 
missionaries, distributing tracts, and of establishing | 


and periodicals, with a view of diffusing religtous | 


ination together formed a strong cord to hold the | 





| 


to hold the States together except force. But 
surely that can, with no propriety of language, be 
called a union, when the only means by which 
the weaker is held connected with the stronger 
portion is force. It may, indeed, keep them con- 
nected; but the connection will partake much more 
ot the character of subjugation, on the part of the 
wenker to the stronger, than the union of free, 
independent, and sovereign States, in one confed- 
eration, as they stood in the early stages of the 
Government, and which only is worthy of the 
sacred name of union. 

Having now, Senators, explained what it is that 
endangers the Union, and traced it to its cause, 
and explained its nature and character, the ques- 
tion again recurs, How can the Union be saved ? 
To this I answer, there is but one way by which 


as will satisfy the States belonging to the southern 
section that they can remain in the Union consist- 
ently with their honor and their safety. There is, 
again, only one way by which that can be effected, 
and that is, by removing the causes by which this 
belief has been produced. Do that, and discontent 
will cease, harmony and kind feelings between the 
sections be restored, and every apprehension of 
danger to the Union removed. The question then 
is, By what can this be done? But, before | un- 
dertake to answer this question, | propose to show 
by what the Union cannot be saved. 

It cannot, then, be saved by eulogies on the 
Union, however splendid or numerous. The cry 
of “Union, Union, the glorious Union!” can no 
more prevent disunion than the cry of ‘* Health, 
health, glorious health !” on the part of the phy- 


| 
' 
{} 
i 
" it can be, and that is, by adopting such measures 
1 
1] 


|| sician can save a patient lying dangergusly ill. 
| of the country, their organization terminated in | i 
one great central assemblage, corresponding very | 
At these | 


So long as the Union, instead of being regarded as 
a protector, is regarded in the opposite character, 
by not much less than a majority of the States, it 
will be in vain to attempt to conciliate them by 
pronouncing eulogies on it. 

Besides, this cry of Union comes commonly 
from those whom we cannot believe to be sincere. 
It usually comes from our assailants. But we 
cannot helieve them to be sincere; for, if they 
loved the Union, they would necessarily be devo- 
ted to the Constitution. It made the Union, and 
to destroy the Constitution would be to destroy 
the Union. But the only reliable and certain evi- 
dence of devotion to the Constitution is to abstain, 
on the one hand, from violating it, and to repel, on 
the other, all attempts to violate it. It is only by 
faithfully performing these high duties that the 
Constitution can be preserved, and with it the 


| Union. 


| of fugitives slaves auswer. 


But how stands the profession of devotion to the 
Union by our assailants, when brought to this 
test? Have they abstained from vivlating the 
Constitution? Let the many acts passed by the 
northern States to set aside and annul the glause 
of the Constitution providing for the delivery up 
I cite this, not that i 
| is the only instanc@, (for there are many others,) 
| but because the violation in this particulyr is too 
| notorious and palpable to be denied. Again, 
| have they stood forth faithfully to repel violations 
| of the Constitution? Let their course in reference 
to the agitation of the slavery question, which 
| was commenced and has been carried on for fifteen 


| years, avowedly for the purpose of abolishing 


| slavery in the States—an object all acknowledged 
| to be unconstitutional—answer. Let them show 
a single instance, during this long period, in which 
| they have denounced the agitators or their attempts 
| to effect what is admitted to be unconstitutional, 
| or a single measure which they have brought for- 
ward for that purpose. How ean we, with all 
| these facts before us, believe that they are sincere 
| in their profession of devotion to the Union, or 


| 
} 
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athe 


increase the vigor of their assaults and to weaken | 
the force of our resistance ? 

Nor can we d the profession of devotion | 
to the Union, on the part of those who are not our || 
assailants, as sincere, when they pronounce eulogies |, 
upon the Union, evidently wi 


1 


the intent of char- || 
ging us with disunion, without uttering one word |. 
of Secsuelation against our assailants. If friends || 
of the Union, their course should be to unite with } 
us in repelling these assaults, and denouncing the || 
authdts as enemies of the Union. Why they | 
avoid this, and pursue the course they do, it ia for || 
them to explain. | 

Nor can the Union be saved by invoking the || 
name of the illustrious Southerner whose mortal || 
remains repose on the western bank of the Poto- 
mac. He was one of us—a slaveholder and a 
planter. We have studied his history, and find | 
nothing in it to justify submission to wrong. On 
the contrary, his great fame rests on the solid 
foundation that, while he was careful to avoid 
doing wrong to others, he was prompt and decided 
in repelling wrong. I trust that, in this respect, 
we profited by his example. 

Nor can we find anything in his history to deter || 
us from seceding from the Union, should it fail to | 
fulfill the objegts for which it was instituted, by 
being permanently and hopelessly converted into | 
the means of oppressing instead of protecting us. | 
On the contrary, we find much in his example to | 
encourage us, should we be forced to the extremity | 
of deciding between submission and disunion. + 

| 
} 
| 


} 


There existed then, as we!l as now, a Union— | 
that between parent country and her then colonies. 
It was a union that had much to endear it to the 
people of the colonies. Under its protecting and 
superintending care, the colonies were planted and 
grew up and prospered, through a long course of 

ears, until they became populous and wealthy. 
lis benefits were not limited to them. Their ex- 
tensive agricultural and other productions gave 
birth to a flourishing commerce, which richly re- | 
warded the parent country for the trouble and ex- | 
pense of establishing and protecting them. Wash- 
ington was born and grew up to manhood under 
that Union. He acquired his early distinction in 
its service, and there is every reason to believe 
that he was devotedly attached to it. But his de- | 
votion was a rational one. He was attached to it, | 
not as an end, butas a means to an end. When it | 
failed to fulfill its end, and, instead of affording | 
protection, was converted into the means of op- | 
pressing the colonies, be did not hesitate to draw 
his sword, and head the great movement by which | 
that union was forever severed, and the independ- | 
ence of these States established. This was the | 
great and crowning glory of his life, which has | 
spread his fame over the whole globe, and i 
transmit it to the latest posterity, | 

Nor can the plan proposed by the distinguished | 
Senator from Kentucky, nor that of the Adminis. | 
tration, save the Union. I shall pass by, without | 
remark, the plan proposed by the Senator, and | 
proceed directly to the consideration of that of the 
Administration. I, however, assure the distin- | 
guished and able Senator, that in taking this | 
course, no disrespect whatever is intended to him 
or his plan. I have adopted it, because so many | 
Senators of distinguished abilities, who were pres- 
ent when be delivered his speech, and explained 
his plan, and who were fully capable to do justice 
to the side they support, have replied to him. 

The plan of the Rdessinteation cannot save the | 
Unian, because it can have no effect whatever to- |, 
wards satisfying the States composing the south- | 
ern section of the Union that they can, consistent- 
ly with safety and honor, rémain in the Union. 
itis, in fact, bata modification of the Wilmot 
proviso. It proposes to effect the same object, to 
exclude the South from all territory acquired by 
the Mexican treaty. It is well known that the | 
South is united against the Wilmot proviso, and | 
has committed itself, by solemn resolutions, to re- | 
sist, should itbe adopted. Its opposition is not to 
the name, but that which it oses to effect. That 
the southern States hold to be unconstitutional, || 
unjust, inconsistent with their equality as members | 
of the common Union, and calculated to destroy | 
irretrievably the equilibrium between the two sec- | 


tions, These objections equally apply to what, 
tor brevity, I will call the Executive proviso, |, 
There is no difference between it and the Wilmot, | 


except in the mode of cflecting the object, and in | 


|| laws. 
| the South from the territory, just as effectually as 


| particular. 


avoid believing their profession is but intended to | that respect I must wy that the latter is much the 
t 


least objectionable. goes to its object openly, 
boldly, and distinctly. Itclaims for Congress un- 
limited power over the territories, and proposes to 
assert it over the territories acquired from Mexico, 
by a positive prohibition of slavery. Not so the 
Executive proviso. It takes an indirect course, 
and in order to elude the Wilmot proviso, and 
thereby avoid encountering the united and deter- 


mined resistance of the South, it denies, by impli- | 
cation, the authority of Congress to legislate for | 


the territories, and claims the right as belonging 
exclusively to the inhabitants of the territories. 


takes care, in the mean time, to let in emigrants 
freely from the northern States, and all other quar- 
ters, except from the South, which it takes special 
care to exclude, by holding up to them the danger 
of having their slaves liberated under the Mexiean 
The necessary consequence is to exclude 


would the Wilmot proviso. The only difference 


in this respect is, that what one proposes to effect 


directly and openly, the other proposes to effect 


| indirectly and covertly. 


But the Executive proviso is more objectionable 
than the Wilmot, in another and more important 
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| strictions on its exercise, by restricting 


POwer of 
POrtant re. 
Congress 
pe etryin 

prohibition ex: 


rovision, while it gives to Congress the 
egislaing over territories, imposes im 


the power into execution. The 


| tends, not wae all laws not suitable or appro. 
J 


| priate to the o 
|| that are unjust, unequal, or unfair; 


, legislating over them is expressly veste 


to passing laws necessary and proper for 
| 
| 


ect of the power, but also to all 


for all such 
laws would be unnecessary and improper, ang 


therefore, unconstitutional. 
Having now established beyond controy 


. . . . ers 
that the sovereignty over the territories is yes? 


ested 


|, in the United States—thut is in the several States 
But to effect the object of excluding the South, it | 


composing the Union—and that the poser of 
in Con. 


|| gress, it follows that the individuals in California, 


who have undertaken to form a constitution and 
State, and to exercise the power of legislatino 
without the consent of Congress, have usurped 
the sovereignty of the State and the authority of 
| Congress, and have acted in open defiance of them 
both. In other words, what they have done, jg 
| revolutionary and rebellious.in its character, ap. 


| archical in its tendency, and calculated to lead to 


| 
1} 


The latter, to effect its object, inflicts | 


a dangerous wound upon the Constitution, by de- | 


priving the southern States, as joint partners and | 


owners of the territories, of theirrights in them; 


but it inflicts no greater wound than is absolutely | 


necessary to effect its object. The former, on the 
contrary, while it inflicts the same wound, in- 


flicts others equally great, and, if possible, greater, | 


as I shall next pores to explain. 
In claiming the right for the inhabitant, instead 
of Congress, to legislate for the territories, in the 


Executive }.roviso, it assumes that the sovereignty | 


over the territories is vested in the former; or, to 


express it in the language used in a resolution’ 


offered by one of the Senators from ‘Texas, [Gen- 
eral Houston, now aBsent,] they have ** the same 
inherent right of self-government as the people in 
the States.’’ The assumption is utterly unfounded, 
unconstitutional, without example, and contrary 
to the entire practice of the Government, from iis 
commencement to the present time, as I shall pro- 
cced to show. 

The recent movement of individuals in Cali- 
fornia to form a constitution and a State Govern- 
ment, and to appoint Senators and Representa- 
tives, is the first fruit of this monstrous as- 
sumption. If the individuals who made this 
movement had gone into California as adventu- 
rers, and if, as such, they had conquered the ter- 
ritory and established their independence, the 
sovereignty of the country would have been vested 
in them, a8 a separate and independent commu- 
nity. 


thought proper to apply to Congress for admission 
into the Union as a sovereign and independent 
State, all this would have been regular, and ac- 
cording to established principles. But such is not 
the case. It was the United States who conquered 
California, and finally acquired it by treaty. The 
sovereignty, of course, is vested in them, and hot 
in the individuals who have attempted to form a 
constitution and a State, without their consent. 
All this is clear, beyond controversy, unless it can 
be shown that they have since lost or been divested 
of their sovereignty. 

Nor is it less clear, that the power of legislating 
over the acquired territory is vested in Congress, 
and not,ss is assumed, in the inhabitants of the 
territories. 
of the United States have the power to acquire 
territories, either by war or treaty; but if the 
power to acquire exists, it belongs to Congress to 
carry it into execution. On this point there can 
be no doubt, for the Constitution expressly pro- 
vides that Congress shall have power ‘‘ to make 
all laws which shall be necessary and proper to 
carry into execution the foregoing powers,” 
(those vested in Congress,) ‘ and all other powers 
vested by this Constitution in the Government of 
the United States, or in any department or affice 
thereof.’’ It matters not, then, where the power 
is vested; for, if vested at all in the Government 
of the United States, or any of its departments or 
officers, the power of carrying it into execution is 
clearly vested in Congress. But this imparant 


In that case, they would have had the right || 
to form a constitution, and to establish a govern- || 


ment for themselves; and if, afterwards, they | present. 





None can deny that the Government | 


the most dangerous consequences. Had the 
/acted from premeditation and design, it would 
have been, in fact, actual rebellion; but such js 
not the case. The blame lies much less upon 
them than upon those who have induced them to 
take a course so unconstitutional and dangerous, 
They have been led into it by language held here, 
and the course pursued by the Executive branch 
of the Government. 

I have not seen the answer of the Executive to 
the calls made by the two Houses of Congress for 
infermation as to the course which it took, or the 
part which it acted, in reference to what was done 
| in California. I understand the answers have not 
‘yet been printed. But there is enough known to 
| justify the assertion that those who profess to rep- 

resent and act under the authority of the Exe- 
cutive, have advised, aided, and encouraged the 
movement, which terminated in forming what they 
call a Constitution and a State. Gen. Ritey, who 
professed to act as civil governor, called the con- 
vention, determined on the number and distribution 
of the delegates, appointed the time and place of 
| its meeting, was present during the session, and 


| gave its proceedings his approbation and sanction. 

If he acted without authority, he ought to have 
been tried, or at least reprimanded and disavowed. 
Neither having been done, the presumption is that 
his course has been approved. This of itself is 
sufficient to identify the Executive with his acts, 
and to make it responsible for them. I touch not 
the question whether Gen. Riley was appointed or 
| received the instructions under which he professed 
to act from the present Executive or its predeces- 
|sor. If from the former, it would implicate the 
receding as well as the present Administration. 
f not, the responsibility rests exclusively on the 


It is manifest from this statement that the Exe- 
cutive Department has undertaken to perform acts 
preparatory to the meeting of the individuals to 
form their so-called constitution and government, 
which appertain exclusively to Congress. Indeed, 
they are identical in many respects with the pro- 
vistons adopted by Congress, when it gives per- 
mission to a territory to form a constitution and 
government in order to be admitted as a State into 
the Union. 

Having now shown that the assumptfon upon 
which the Executive and the individuals in Califor- 
| nia acted throughout this whole affair is unfound- 
ed, unconstitutional, and dangerous, it remains 0 
make a few remarks, in order to show that what 
has been done is contrary to the entire practice of 
the government from its commencement to the pres- 
ent time. 

From its commencement until the time that 
| Michigan was admitted, the practice was uniform. 
| Territorial Governments were first organized by 
Congress. The Government of the United States 
| appointed the governors, judges, secretaries, mar- 

shale, and other officers, and the inhabitants of 
‘the territory were represented by legislative 
bodies, whose acts were subject to the sevision of 
Congress. This state of things continued until 
_ the-government of a ery applied to Congress 
to permit its inhabitants to form a constitution & 
| government, eens. to admission into the 
| Union. The preliminary act to giving permission 
' was, to ascertain whether the inhabitants were 
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eoficiently numerous to authorize them to be | Can you believe that there is such a State in re- 


formed into a State. This was done by taking a 
census. That being done, and the number proving 
qificient, permission was granted. The act grant- 
a of holding the Convention; the qualification 
rrthe yoters; establishment of its boundaries, and 
aj other measures necessary to be settled previous 
admission. The act giving permission neces- 
sarily withdraws the sovereignty of the United 
States, and leaves the inhabitants of the incipient 
State as free to form their constitution and govern- 
ment as were the original States of the Union after 
they had declared their independence. At this 
stage, the inhabitants of the territory became for 
the first time a people, in legal and constitutional 
language. : 
acts of Congress, called inhabitants, and not peo- 
nie. All this is perfectly consistent with the sov- 
ereignty of the United States, with the powers of 
Congress, and with the right of a people to self- 
government. ; 

* Michigan was the first case in which there was 
any departure from the uniform rule of acting. 
Hers was & very slight departure from established 
ysaze. The ordinance of 1787 secured to her the 
right of becoming a State when she should have 
60,000 inhabitants. Owing to some neglect, Con- 
gress delayed taking the census. In the mean 
time her population increased until it clearly ex- 
ceeded more than twice the number which entitled 
her toadmission. At this stage she formed a con- 
stitution and government without the census being 
taken byethe United States, and Congress waived 
the omission, as there was no doubt she had more 
than a sufficient number to entitle her to admission. 
She was not admitted at the first session she 
applied, owing to some difficulty respecting the 
boundary between her and Ohio. The great 
irregularity, as to her admission, took place at the 
next session, but on a point which can have no 
possible connection with the case of California. 

The irregularities in all other cases that have 
since occurred are of a similar nature. In all there 
existed territorial governments established by Con- 
gress, with officers appointed by the United States. 
In all the territorial government took the lead in 
calling conventions and fixing the preliminaries 
preparatory to the formation of a constitution and 
admission into the Union. They all recognized 
the sovereignty of the United States and the au- 
thority of Congress over the territories; and 
wherever there was any departure from estab- 
lished usage, it was done on the presumed con- 
sent of Congress, and not in defiance of its au- 
thority, or the sovereignty of the United States 
over the territories. In this respect California 
stands alone, without usage, ora single example 
to cover her case. 

It belongs now, Senators, for you to decide what 
part you will act in reference to this unprecedented 
transaction. The Executive has laid the paper 
purporting to be the Constitution of California be- 
fore you, and asks you to admit her into the Union 
asa State; and the question is, will you or will 
you not admit her? It is a grave question, and 
there rests upon you a heavy responsibility. Much, 
very much will depend upon your decision. If 
you admit her, you endorse and give your sanc- 
tion to all that has been done. Are you prepared 
todo so? Are you prepared to surrender your 
power of legislation for the territories—a power 
expressly vested in Congress by the Constitution, 
as has been fully established? Can you, consist- 
ently with a oath to support the Constitution, 
surrender the power? Are you prepared to admit 
that the inhabitants of the territories possess the 
sovereignty over them, and that any number, 
more or Jess, may claim any extent of territory 
they please, may form a constitution and govern- 
ment, and erect it into a State, without asking your 
permission? Are you prepared to surrender the 
sovereignty of the*United States over whatever 
territory may be hereafter acquired to the first 
ae who may rush into it? Are you 
prepared to surrender virtually to the Executive 
pera all the powers which you have here- 
tofore exercised over the territories? If not, how 
can you, consistently with your duty and your 
oaths to support the Constitution, give your assent 
to the admission of California as a State, under a 
pretended constitution and government? Again, 
can you believe that the project of a constitution 
which they have adopted has the least validity ? 


| 


| 
i 


| 


Prior to this, they were, by the old | 


| 


t fixed all the preliminaries—the time and || 


| 
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ality as the State of California? 
such State. It has no legal or constitutional ex- 
istence. It has no validity, and can have none 
without your sanction. How, then, can you admit 
it as a Slate, when, according to the provision of 
the Constitution, your power is limited to admit- 
ting new States? To be admitted, it must be a 
State, an existing State, independent of your sanc- 
tion,.before you can admitit. When you give 
your permission to the inhabitants of a territory 
to form a constitution and a State, the constitution 


No; there is no 


the people, and not from you. The State before 
admitted is actually a State, and does not become 
so by the act of admission, as would be the case 


with California, should you admit her contrary to | 


constitutional provisions and established usage 
heretofore. 


The Senators on the other side of the chamber | 


must permit me to make a few rematks in this con- 
nection particularly applicable to them, with the 
exception of a few Senators from the South, situng 
on that side of the chamber. When the Oregon 
question was before this body not two years since, 


you took (if L mistake not) universally the ground | 


that Congress had the sole and absolute power of 
legislating for the territories. 
now, wfter the short interval which has elapsed, 
abandon the ground which you took, and thereby 
virtually admit that the power of legislating, insiead 
of being in Congress, is in the inhabitants of the 
territories? 
your votes the acts of the Executive, which are in 


direct derogation of what you then contended for? | 


But to approach still nearer to the present ,time, 
how can you, after condemning, little more than a 
year since, the grounds taken by the paity which 
you defeated at the jast elecuon, wheel round and 
support by your votes the grounds which, as ex- 
plained recently on this floor by the candidate of 
the party in the last election, are identical with 
those on which the Executi¥e has acted in refer- 
ence to California? What are we to understand 
by all this? Must we conclude that there is no 
sincerity, no faith in the acts and declarauons of 
public men, and that all is mere acting or hollow 
profession? Or are we to conclude that the exclu- 
sion of the South from the territory acquired from 
Mexico is an object of so paramount a character 
in your estimation that right, justice, constituuuon, 
and consistency must all yield when they stand in 
the way of our exclusion‘ 

But, it may be asked, what is to be done with 
California should she not be admitted? I answer, 
remand her back to the territorial condition, as was 
done in the case of ‘Tennessee, in the early stage 
of the Government. Congress, in her case, had 
established a territorial government in the usual 
form, with a governor, judges, and other officers 
appointed by the United States. She was entitled 
under the deed of cession to be admitted into the 
Union asa State as soon as she had sixty thousand 
inhabitants. ‘I'he territorial government, believ- 
ing it had that number, took a census, by which it 
appeared it exceeded it. She then formed a con- 
stitution, and applied for admission. Congress 
refused to admit her, on the ground that the census 
should be taken by the United States, and that 
Congress had not determined whether the territory 
should be formed into one or two States, as it was 
authorized to do under the cession. She returned 
quietly to her territorial condition. An act was 
passed to take a census by the United States, con- 
taining a provision that the territory should form 
one State. All afterwards was regularly con- 
ducted, and the territory admitted as a State in 
due form. The irregularities in the case of Cali- 
fornia are immeasurably greater, and offer much 
stronger reasons for 
But, it may be said, California may not submit. 
That is not probable; but if she should not, when 
she refuses it will then be time for us to decide 
what is to be done. 

Having now shown what cannot save the Union, 
I return to the question with which | commenced, 
How can the Union be saved? There is but one 
way by which it can with any certainty; and that 
is, by a full and finalesettlement, on the principle 
of justice, of all the questions at issue between the 
two sections. The South asks for justice, simple 
justice, and less she ought not to take. She has 
no compromise to offer but the Constitution, and 
no concession or surrender to make. She has 


How then can you | 


How can you justify and sanction by | 


pursuing the same course. 
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already surrendered so much that she has little 
| left to surrender. Such a settlement would go to 
the root of the evil, and remove all cause of dis- 
content, by satisfying the South she could remain 
honorably and safely in the Union, and thereby 
restore the harmony and fraternal feelings between 
the sections which existed anterior to the Mis- 
souri agitation. Nothing else can, with any cer- 
tainty, finally and forever settle the questions at 
issue, terminate agitation, and save the Union. 
But can this be done? Yes, easily; not by the 





i é : 1} weaker party, for it can of itself do nothing—not 
and State they form derive their authority from 


even protect itself—but by the stronger. The 
North has only to will it to accomplish it—to do 
justice by conceding to the South an equal right 
in the acquired territory, and to do her duty by 
causing the stipulations relative to fugitive slaves 
to be faithfully fulfilled—to cease the agitation of 
the slave question, and to provide for the insertion 
of a provision in the Conatitution, by an amend- 
ment, which will restore to the South in substance 
| the power she possessed of protecting herself, be- 
| fore the equilibrium between the sections was de- 
| stroyed by the action of thisGovernment. There 
| will be no difficulty in devising such a provision— 
|; one that will protect the South, and which at the 
| same time will improve and strengthen the Gov- 
ernment, instead of impairing and weakening it. 

But will the North agree to do this? It is for 
| her to answer this question. But, I will say, she 
| cannot refuse, if she.has half the love of the Union 

which she professes to have, or without justly ex- 
|, posing herself to the charge that her love of power 
and aggrandizement is far greater than her love of 
the Union. At all events, the responsibility of 
saving the Union rests on the North, and not the 
South. The South cannot save it by any act of 
hers, and the North may save it without any sac- 
rifice whatever, unless to do justice, and to per- 
form her duties under the Constitution, should be 
regarded by her as a sacrifice. 

lt is ume, Senators, that there should be an 
vpen and manly avowal on all sides, as to what is 
intended to be done. If the question is not now 
| settled, it is uncertain whether it ever can hereaf- 
ter be; and we, asthe representatives of the Staiss 
of this Union, regarded as governments, should 
come to a distinct understanding as to our respec- 
tive views, in order to ascertain whether the great 
| questions at issue can be settled or not. If you, 
who represent the stronger portion, cannot agree 
to settle them on the broad principle of justice and 
duty, say so; end let the States we both represent 
agree to separate and part in peace. If you are 
unwilling we should part in peace, tell us so, and 
weghall know what to do, when you feduce the 
question to submission or resistance. If you remain 
silent, you will compel us to infer by youracts what 
you intend. In that case, California will become 
the test question. If you admit her, under all the 
difficulties that oppose her admission, you compel 
us to infer that you intend to exclude us from the 
whole of the acquired territories, with the inten- 
tion of destroying irretrievably the equilibrium be- 
tween the two sections. We would be blind not 
to perceive, in that case, that your real objects are 
power and aggrandizement, and infatuated not to 
act accordingly. 

I have now, Senators, done my duty in ex- 
pressing my opinions fully, freely, and candidly, 
on this solemn occasion. In doing so, I have 
| been governed by the motives which have gov- 
| erned me in all the stages of the agitation of the 
| slavery question since its commencement. I have 
exerted myself, during the whole period, to arrest 
| it, with the intention of saving the Union, if it 
could be done; and, if it could not, to save the 
section where it has pleased Providence to cast my 
| lot, and which I sincerely believe has justice and 
| the Constitution on its side. Having faithfully 
done my duty to the best of my ability, both to 
the Union and my section, throughout this agita- 
tion, | shall have the consolation, let what will 
come, that I am free from all responsibility. 

The reading of Mr. Catnoun’s views having 
been concluded— 

Mr. WALKER rose, but yielded to— 

Mr. WEBSTER. I hope, sir, that, by rising 
at the conclusion of the speech which has juat 
been read in our hearing, it may not be inferred’ 
that I have any purpose of going into an answer 
or reply to that speech. I wish, in the first place, 
|| only to say that it gives me very sincere pleasure 
|! to see’ the honorable member from Carolina able 
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to be in his place to-day, and to take part in these 
deliberations; and, sir, there is nota man in the 
country who will feel more satisfaction than my- 





i 


self when he shall be so far restored to health as | 


to participate in these debates in the accustomed 
manner. I have had the pleasure of that gentie- 
man’s acquaintance for thirty years; and my 


prayer to-day is, that he will yet have an oppor- || 
tunity to perform much public service for the ben- | 


efit of all portions of the country. 

But | wish to say, sir, that | desire as soon as 
there may be an opportunity, to say to the Senate 
what | propose to say on this question; at the same 


time I do not desire to do an act of discourtesy to | 


| 
i] 
i} 


1] 
1} 


1} 
i} 
i} 


other gentlemen, who have manifested a dispo- | 


sition to speak. There isan honorable member 


over the way, from Maine, who, I believe, has | 


once or twice given way to others; I believe, also, 
the honorable member from Wisconsin, to whose 
kindness I owe this opportunity of addressing the 
Chair, has, by a sort of assent, the right to be 
heard before this debate passes into other hands; 





The farther consideration of Mr. Cray’s reso- 
lutions was accordingly postponed until Wednes- 


day next. 
And, on motion, the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuespay, March 5, 1850. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


Mr. BURT said he believed that the regular | 
order of business was the calling of committees 


for reports. He insisted on the regular business. 


WATER-ROTTED HEMP. 


The SPEAKER stated that the regular order of || 
|| business was the consideration of the joint reso- || 
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lution heretofore reported from the Committee on | 


| Naval Affairs, relative to the use of water-rotted 


hemp for the use of the American Navy, and of | 


the amendment thereto reported by the gentleman 
from Maine, [Mr. Gerry,] under instructions from 


| the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


and, while [| am willing to yield to their prior || 
i] 


claims, [ wish to say that as soon as may be— 


perhaps as early as Wednesday or Thursday next | 
—I shall te very glad to have an opportunity to | 


address the Senate, 


Mr. WALKER. I shall have a great deal of 


| 
| 


pleasure at any time in yielding any title that I || 


may have to the floor to the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts, ‘The Senator from Maine, I believe, has 
the floor for to-morrow on the subject of the Pres- 
ident’s message accompanying the constitution of 
California. I should propose to occupy it on 
Wednesday; but, if the Senator from Massachu- 
setis has any desire whatever to address the Senate 
on that day, L will, while up, if he will give me an 
intimation to that effect, move to postpone the 
consideration of the resolutions to that day for his 
benefit. 

vir. WEBSTER. Iam very much obliged to 
the honorable member; but Thursday will suit me 
as well. 

Mr. WALKER. I will move, then, that the 
further consideration of the resolutions be post- 
poned until Wednesday—preferring, however, to 
give way to the Senator from Massachusetts if he 
desires st. 

Mr. SEWARD. I had intended, as is known 
to the Senate, to express, on some suitable occa- 
sion, the sentiments which I felt it became me to 
express as a representative of the State of New 
York in relation to this subject; and I gave way 
on ® previous occasion to the honorable Senator 
from Wisconsin, on the expression of his wish to 
have an early opportunity, on account of his per- 
sonal convenience, to address the Senate. | feel, 
therefore, that the honorable Senator from Wis- 
consin has searcely the right, under the circum- 
stances under which he obtained my consent, to 
postpone (he question to a future day for himself, 
without consideration of the position which | oc- 
eupied in regard to it. 
that after this intimation of our respective wishes, 
we shall be afforded such an opportunity of dis- 
cussing the subject as will be agreeable to our- 
selves. 

Mr. HALE. Ido not know anything of the 
arrangements which have been made; though I am 


always happy to hear any and all of the Senators || 
I wish now, however, to occupy | 


on this subject. 
the attention of the Senate a single moment to say 
that [ had a desire not to speak on the subject, and 


And the question immediately pending was on 


the motion to refer the bill and amendment to the || 


Committee” of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

_ Mr. KAUFMAN demand the previous ques- 
tion. 


Mr. WHITE desired to be informed by the 


| Speaker whether the previous question would ex- 


} 
| 


I suppose, however, sir, | 


had hoped that the views I entertained on this | 


question might have found utterance from some- 
body who could have expressed them better than 


] could myself. But as the Senator from South | 
Carolina has undertaken this morning to give the | 
history of what he pleases to call the “‘ Abolition | 


excitement” in this country, which be character- 


izes as so progressive and so alarming; and inas- | 
much as, from the manner in which he has quoted | 


its history, it sounds in my ear much more like 
romance than historical truth, I therefore propose 


tend beyond the motion to refer. 

The SPEAKER. If the previous question is 
sustained, it will bring the House first to a vote 
upon the amendment reported from the Commitee 
on Naval Affairs. Whether that amendment shall 


| be agreed to or not, the question will recur on the 


| the state of the Union. 


motion to refer to the Committee of the Whole on 
lf the House should re- 
fuse to refer the bill to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, the question 
will then be on its engrossment,*under the opera- 
tion of the previous question. And the previous 


| question will not be @xhausted until the bill shall 
| have been ordered to be engrossed. 


Mr. WHITE hoped, then, he said, that the 
previous question would not be entertained. 


Mr. W. was called to order by several gentlemen. | 


The SPEAKER said, no remarks were in order. 

Mr. WHITE was understood to add, that the 
Committee on Naval Affairs had, this morning, 
directed their chairman to report an amendment. 

The SPEAKER. If the previous question 
should be withdrawn, and the motion to refer to 


| the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 


Union should also be withdrawn, the amendment 


| to which the gentleman refers could then be re- 


ported from the committee. 

After a brief conversation on a point of order, 
between Mr. Jones and the Speaker— 

The question was taken on the demand for the 
previous question, and was decided in the negative 

So there was no second. 

The question then again recurred on the motion 
to refer to the Committee of the Whole on the 


| ° 
state of the Union. 


Mr. GERRY said he felt constrained, after what 
had fallen from the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. 


_ Bow xy] the other day, to make a few remarks in 


reply. All I desi:e (said Mr. G.) is, that the House 
may understand the matter in debate fully; and 
whatever be itsdetermination I shall cheerfully ac- 
quiesce; and in order to a full understanding of the 
matter, and of all of the questions in controversy, 
I would refer the members to the printed reports 
of the committee now upon their tables. As it 
regards the course to be adopted, | have only one 
interest in commor with ail the members of this 
body: thatthe one best calculated to promote the 
public interest should be pursued; and if in pro- 
moting the public interest private interests can be 
subserved, | shall certainly not stand in their way. 
But | hope gentlemen will not be frightened from 


| their propriety, or from an examination of all the 


to give, atas early aday as will suit the convenience | 
of the Senate and myself, the views which | enter- | 


tain, humble as they may be, in regard to what is 


| tleman from Missouri, [Mr. Bowxin.} 


the truth of history on this point—for it certainly ap- | 


y the Senator from South Carolina—and to show 
that the peril by which we are environed, if peril 
there be, did not originate in any northern latitude. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 


postpone, and it was agreed to. 


par to me it has not been given, as it really exists, | 


i 


facts that may help to elucidate the questions, or 
from a just and righteous determination, by the 
hue and cry of monopoly set up here by the gen- 

Wie, 


one would have supposed from the invectives and 
denunciations of the gentleman, that one of the 
most monster monopolies ever heard of—one of 
the most destructive engines of oppression—one of 
the most villainous plans, or, in his own language, 
** one of the vilest monopolies that ever disgraced 
\ a statute book ’’ had been proposed by the Com- 





mittee on Naval Affairs. And what is this 
sition that is denounced with such a yen wry 
Why, sir, it is to instruct the Secretary of «* 
Navy to carry into execution a contract author; ms 
and contemplated by the resolution of Con = 
to which allusion has frequently been oe 
: ; : e i 
the course of this debate. It is to instruc, , 
Secretary to contract with a suitable and ta 
ponsible person to supply the Navy Demeart 
with American water-rotted hemp, of a supe - 
quality, and ata reduced price, fora term of 
instead of paying a high price for a poor article 
and establishing agencies, and sending out g Sale 
to pick up here and there a little bundle, or ae 
gle for it as best they may. Now, is there an. 
thing so terrible in this business-like Proposition_ 
anything so vile, that it would disgrace our statyie 
| book. I do not see it, | do not understand it, But 
the gentleman from Missouri says this is a jy, 
nopoly. How so? Nota monopoly of the sale 
of the hemp grown in the western States, I un. 
| derstand that che required amount of hemp to sup. 
| ply the Navy Department is only about one per 
cent. of all the hemp grown in the western State, 
Again, the gentleman says this contract will eon, 
eo with the interest of the farmerS of the Weg, 
| lt is very difficult to see how. This contract y;\j 
| not close the market for them. The same amouy; 
of theraw material will be required, and the de. 
mand will not be in any way diminished, and the 
market will be still open to them. But suppose jt 
does conflict incidentally with their interest, is the 
Government bound to shape its coutracis wii) 
reference to the interest of the few, or wth refer. 
| ence to the whole people? The course the genile. 
man proposes to pursue can only be advantageous 
to the few, just in proportion as it is disadvanty- 
geous to the many. 
| Bat, sir, | am not aware that the hemp interest 
demands any protection. I do not understand 
that the wants of the country require it. And the 
gentleman from Missouri seems to admit that iis 
object is to get a bounty on hemp, else why the 
| onslaught of the gentleman upon the fishing in- 
| terests of the East? He at least had bounties jn 
his mind, and the gentleman is earnest. The 
course indicated by him and the gentleman from 
Kentucky, [Mr. Marsnatt,] the effect of which, 
if consumated, is to place a bounty on hemp. If 
any interest connected with hemp should be 
encouraged by bounties, it is that interest which 
has brought the preparation of the water rotted 
hemp in America to its present state of perfec- 
tion. But no resolution or proposition, emanating 
from the committee, looks to bounties or pre- 
miums. 

Now as to the gentleman’s (Mr. Bow :ty’s} 
threat, that unless the representatives of the East 
allow these resolutions to pass without opposi- 
tion or amendment, that the fishing interests of 
the East will be in danger, | have but a single 
/remark in reply. If the gentleman from Mis- 
souri supposes that the Representatives from 
the State of Maine can be deterred. from the 
| pursuit of an honest conclusion upon this or any 
other subject, by such considerations, he has ev- 
tirely mistaken the temper and spirit of the Rep- 
resentatives from that State. And if the gentleman 
shall find it for his interest, or to lay in the path 
of his duty, to assault the interests of my constitu- 
ents, I shall endeavor to defend them as best | 
may upon their merits, and will not bring into the 
debate other interests with which there is no pos- 
sible connection. . 

I regret that the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. 
Marsua.v] should have thought it necessary or 
proper to have made a party affair upon this ques- 
tion. 1 see no connection that it has with partly; 
| I hope it will not be so considered. It was not 80 

considered by the committee, and it has no con- 
nection with party whatever. I hope these reso- 
lutions will be referred to the Committee of the 
Whole. Then all the questipns involved in this 
matter will be considered together and proper'y 
understood, and 1 have no doubt that sach will be 
the determination of the House as the facts and 
justice demand. wl ; 

[A me was received from the President of 
the United States by the hands of Col. Biss, his 
Private Secretary. ] . 

Mr. BOWLIN said he regretted the necessity 
of again troubling the House upon these resolu 
tions, but that he owed it alike to himself and 
his constituents to vindicate the one from misin- 


} 
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-oretation and the other against the perpetration 
ofan outrage Upon their interests. It was strange 
igdeed that a plain, simple proposition, asking no 
exclusive privileges, no protection, but simply an 

n market, could not be presented to this House 
i it had to be rode down by saddling upon it 

sures of a most unparalleled character, and 
yith which there was no more legitimate connec- 
on than there would be with the civil and diplo- 
natic Dill. The object of our resolution was 
simply to give the farmer a market for any sur- 

us beyond the obligations of contract, and never 
contemplated the slightest interference with the 
eal rights of any one; and they protested, as 
ihey had a right to, against its being loaded down 
with individual claims for pretended wrongs. Had 
there been no improper intermeddling with this 
subject, there would have been no kind of neces- 
sity for the resolution, which only proposed to 
yofetter restrictions upon the trade in the great 
staple of several of the States of the West. The 
error commenced with Congressional interference 
ynder the pretence of fostering and encouraging 
the production of this great staple, whilst, in 
reality, they were making war upon it. ' 

What encouragement (said Mr. B.) do you giv 
the farmer, when you close your market to him, 
and open it only to speculators on a great scale ? 
What inducement has the grower to prepare the 
material, when the only market for the particular 
product, the Government, is shut upon him, and 
he is kindly turned over to the intermediate con- 
tractor to take his hemp upon such terms as the 
stronger can always digtate to the weaker? He 
would imagine a case, and as gentlemen were ex- 
ceedingly technical about this matter, he would 
warn them in advance that it was to be a fancy 
sketch; and he only hoped too many of his con- 
stituents would not realize it as too true to nature. 
A farmer comes in with his ten tons to the agent 
at St. Louis, who submits it to the test, and certi- 
fies its capacity, for the naval service. He is then 
asked to buy it for the navy, but is informed that 
one gentleman or one company alone has the priv- 
ilege of supplying that branch of the public ser- 
vice by a five contract. He then seeks the only 
market left him, the Government pet, and is 
there told, that they have plenty to supply the con- 
tract without purchasing his hemp, but as he had 
no other market, he would take it at the highest 
dew-rotted price; or if a very superior article, 
might give a little more, and give to the farmer just 
about one half the price it would be turned over to 
the Government for. And this is what gentlemen 
termed, by a gross abuse of language, protecting 
the farmer. Now, the difference between them 
was precisely this: Ele and those acting with hin 
desired the farmer to have the market in the 
first instance, and realize the full value of his 
produce; whilst others thought it necessary to 
the public service, that an intermediate contract- 
or should be interposed, who should share the 
profits of his labor with him. 

Sir, what was this House asked to do by the 
gentlemen of the Naval Committee upon this sim- 
ple proposition for an open market? Not to suffer 
it to be established, lest it might conflict with a 
proposition they had reported, regarding an indi- 
vidual claim then in the Cummittee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. And what was that 
proposition? He was at a loss for language to 
characterize it. But he would venture to say it 
had few parallels in this or any other country. 
lt was gravely proposed to this House—who, 
without disparagement to its intelligence, he thought 
knew very little about the subject—to force the 
Secretary of the Navy to execute a certain con® 
tract, in a specific form, to a particular individual, 
giving him a five years’ monopoly of this branch 
of the hemp trade. It was true that the commit- 
tee differed—some for the whole, some for the half; 
but the principle of the monopoly was still the 
same. And this was to be done under the as- 
sumed plea that the Secretary had violated some 
legal obligation towards Mr. Billings and his bid. 
If that were true, he would not violate it, how- 
ever ruinous it might be. But let them look at 
that a little, and.see how the account stood.. And 
if Mr. Billings figures in this debate, he was 
indebted to his friends for his position. 

Now, (said Mr. B.,) let us look a.little into the 
history of this matter. As soon as it became ap- 
mae. that the American hemp wes to su t 

hemp in the navy, from the high 
























something of the wants of the Department. 


| power, after the bids were opened, to decide | 


ter of the article produced, Congress n to be 
beset,—not with the producers,—but on aieme 
tors, who for the benefit of the farmers swicly, te- 
sired to get the control of the market. They pro- || 
cured resolutions to be passed, meddling with the || 
commerce in this great staple; yet Congress was || 
cautious enough to pass none, without preserving 


a large discretionary latitude to the Navy Depart- || 


ment, whom it wisely inferred ought to know || 
The || 
resolution under which this bidding took place, || 
was one of them. The Secretary of the Navy was |} 
not commanded, he was allowed to contract, if, in || 
his discretion, the service was to be benefited. He 
spoke only from recollection, and gave the general || 
spirit of the resolution. Under that resolution || 
bids were invited, with an indication that the | 
amount wanted was five hundred tons—and re- 
serving, in the advertisement, his discretionary || 


whether he would contract or not. 

Under this resolution bids were sent in. He | 
should proceed to notice, not with pleasure, but 
rather with regret, this particular bid, that was | 
thrust constantly in their faces to overthrow a | 
great free-trade, open-market policy as contempla- |, 
ted in the resolutions. The bid, it was to be ob- | 
served, was for all that was required—not for any || 
specific number of tons. In that it was uncertain; || 


| 
j 
| 
} 


| and if the contract had followed the terms of the || 








bid, and the Government had bound itself to give || 
him all required for the service, a month would || 
probably not have elapsed before the Government || 
would have been at the mercy of the contractor. || 
it was almost impossible that it would not have |} 
been compelled to violate such acontract. Ifa | 
vessel was driven into port in distress, and had to | 
procure rigging not made of this hemp, it might || 
have been claimed as a violation of contract, not || 
to be set up, however, until it suited the conveni- || 
ence of the contractor to avail himself of it. Now || 
take this in connection with the bid—high for four | 
years, and very low for the fifth—so as to make a || 
general average so low as to secure the contract, || 
and so vague in amount as to be forced to keep it || 
only so long as it was profitable. If he were the || 
Secretary, he would not execute a contract so un- || 
certain as to amount, if this House were doubly | 
to order it. He had rather throw down his com. | 
mission, and retire with his honor preserved from 
such'a transaction. It was true the majority re- | 
port of the committee fix a stipulated number of | 
tons; so far, so good. But the minority desire to | 
keep the bid to the letter; and he supposed the |! 
claimant was with the minority. And this was | 
the bid the Secretary was to be compelled to ex- | 
ecute. 1} 

Mr. GERRY said that by permission of the || 
gentleman from Missouri, he would explain. | 

Mr. BOWLIN yielded the floor. 

Mr. GERRY proceeded. It was understood, 
he said, by the Committee on Naval Affairs, that | 
the report made by the gentleman from New York 
(Mr. Wuire] would be entirely satisfactory. The || 
minority of the committee acquiesced in the con- || 
clusion of the report, although not agreeing with || 
the majority to divide the contract. But after it | 
had been seen in the House that the gentlemen | 
from Kentucky and elsewhere did not concur in || 
the report of the majority, then the minority asked || 
leave to make the report which they introduced. | 

Mr. BOWLIN said that did not alter the facts 
in the slightest degree. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, interposed and 
said that it might be inferred from the gentleman’s 
argument, that the contractor would be liberated — 
that was a total misunderstanding of the result. | 

Mr. B. resuming, said, that that was a matter | 
of argument, not a statement of facts, but a deduc- | 
tion from facts which was not the subject of the 
gentleman’s correction. It was a legitimate infer- 
ence from the facts—and one he had a perfect right 
to draw. 

Mr. B. regretted that Mr. Billings’s affairs were 
dragged in here. His case was quietly before the 
committee, and in due time would have been taken 
up, no doubt, and determined by the House. But 
that would not do. It must be dragged up from 
the tomb of the Capulets, as gentlemen seemed to 
regard the Committee on the state of the Union, 
to fetter and destroy our measure. And gentle- 
men manifested some degree of feeling because we | 
resisted this method of killing our resolution. He 
again repeated to the House, that if nothing more 





| tition. 


| to secure a market. 


was sought than appeared upon the face of things, 
he could not understand what prompted this oppo- 
sition. He could understand speculators out of 
doors, who were unwilling to put up with any- 
thing short of a perpetual monopoly. They no 
doubt flattered themselves that if they could break 
down this first effort at free trade and an open 
market, it would rivet their system upon the coun- 
try; and they would beset Congress for the next 
ten years, as. they had for the last, with resolu- 
tions confirming them in their monopoly. The 
friends of the resolution desire to change the sys- 
tem—not invalidating existing rights—but to tet 


| the farmer know that at some period the market 


would be open to him on fair and equal compe- 
If it was only to come at the end of a five 
years’ monopoly, let him know it was at least then 


|| coming, that he might prepare to profit by it; 


a the period of monopoly was to have some 
end. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, inquired if the 
amount used in the navy was one per cent. upon 
the amount produced, then how could it be a mo- 
nopoly ? . 

Mr. B. resuming, said he did not know the 
proportion, as to the whole hemp crop, but suppo- 
sed it would be small. But the gentleman could 
take nothing by this interrogatory, as the general 
crop of hemp had nothing to do with it. It was 
not water-rotted hemp for the navy. And he 
could now tell the gentleman, that according to 
his information, the navy uses about two-thirds of 
the whole water-rotted hemp of the United States, 
and perhaps nearly all that would bear the test 
on inspection. He had inquired at head quartera, 
and learned from the best lights they had, that 


; about a thousand tons were the produce, and 


seven hundred the probable consumption. Then, 
was it no monopoly to ive this supply for a series 
of years into the hands of one man against the 
whole producing class? He did net know what 
the gentleman considered a monopoly, but he called 
it the very perfection of monopoly. 

But gentlemen were constantly ringing in their 
ears the assertion that the contractor produced 
the best quality. Admit that, he did not know, 
perhaps he did; and if so, le needed no monopoly 
The market by our resolu- 
tion would be literally at his door, and if he beat 
our producers in a finer article, he secured the 
market without wrong to any one; and with his 
boasted article he need not fear a competition with 
our farmers. The agent was at St. Louis now, 
ready to purchase when you shall have given him 
the order. Their plan shuts out no one—it was 
a free open market, and he who produced the 
best article at a proper price controlled it. That 
was the law of unfettered trade, and it was the 
reéstablishment of that principle they were con- 
tending for. They wanted to get rid of the old 
contract system, and open a market where there 
could be no favoritism. 

Mr. STANTON, interrupting, inquired if the 
Secretary was operated upon by the monopolists ? 

Mr. B., resuming, said, he made no charges. 
Indeed, he rather felt grateful to the Secretary for 
his prompt action in checking a great monopoly 
of the whole market, and protecting the rights of 
those who were at home producing the article. 

Mr. STANTON, interrupting, said he under- 
stood there was no hemp raised in the district 
of the gentleman from Missouri, [Mr. B.] 

Mr. B. resuming said, that the gentleman, by 
his understanding, had fallen into a most egre- 
gious error. His was perhaps the smallest hemp 
growing district in the State—he believed it was— 
and he was inclined to think the district of his 
| colleague, [Mr. Haxt,] was the largest. And he 
would now be glad if the gentleman would inform 
him where he obtained his information on the 
| subject. 

Mr. STANTON, in reply, referred to Mr. 
Green. 

Mr. B., resuming, said, he was prepared for some- 
thing of this kind, because his was the smaliest 
hemp growing district in the State, and he was 
glad it afforded him an opportunity of repelling 
the unjust inference to be drawn that fact. 
His opportunities of knowing the operations of 
these things, were infinitely better than if he lived 
surrounded with hemp growers. He resided at 
the seat of the trade—in the very market—where 
the farmer first made the discovery of the effect 
of fettered systems, upon the price of his pro- 
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from whom the purchase shall be made, more than the aver- 
age price, per ton, to be paid under the bid of Mr. Billings.”? 
Mr. HALL desired Mr. Coss further to waive 
his motion. 
The SPEAKER said that this mode of proceed- 


duct. He was situated where it came directly | 
under his observation. 

Mr. GREEN (Mr. B. yielding) inquired what | 
amount of water-rotted hemp was brought to the | 
agency? And what amount was refused being || _ 
purchased ? || ing was entirely irregular. The gentleman from 

Mr. B., resuming, said, he did not pretend to | Alabama (Mr. Coss} had not the right to yield 
have the precise statistics, but he could gratify his || the floor in this way, first to one and then to 
colleague by informing him he had written for || another. If the gentleman from Alabama yielded 
them, and he hoped would be able to submit them | the floor, the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. Haut] 
to him shortly, in every particular in detail. | would be entitled to it. 

Mr. HALL made some remarks not heard—but || Mr. COBB withdrew the demand for the prt- 
declared himself for the open market system. || vious question. 

Mr. B. A word or two, now, as to the attack, this || 
morning, of the gentleman from Maine, [Mr. Ger- || the subject was well understood by the House. 
ny.] He had alluded, the other day, to the rather || He did not know that he exactly understood the 
remarkable circumstance of all the opposition that || situaton of the question himself. He believed 
far having come from gentlemen not directly con- | that Mr. Billings was one of those who had be- 
nected with the hemp interest. It was a little cu- '' come bidders for the contract to supply the Gov- 
rious, and he could not help noticing it, but he 
hoped in no offensive sense. It was intended to 
arouse the attention of those gentlemen to the 
fact, that in attempting to settle and adjust the 
hemp interests of-the West, with which they could || August. 
not be very familiar, that they might do mischief. | 
And he was certainly not a little surprised at the | 
outbreak of patriotism displayed in the reply this || 
morning. The gentleman talked about threats, 
and moking war upon their peculiar interest; he 
was not.aware that he had indulged in threats, and 
had certainly manifested no disposition to make 
war upon bounties and drawbacks. 

Mr. GERRY, (interposing.) The gentleman 
entirely misapprehends me. I made the remark 
that if the gentleman supposed that the Represent- 
atives from the State of Maine were of so craven 
a character, that they would be deterred from 
supporting a proposition which they believed to | ) 
be just and proper, from fear that an assault might || the phrase ‘ legal claim.’’ But he had agreed 
be made upon other interests affecting more im- || with his colleagues on the Naval Committee, that 
mediately their own constituents, he had entirely || provision ought to be made for the continuance of 
mistaken the spirit and temper of those Represent- || the contract with Billings; and the report of the 
atives. || committee was to That effect. That report was, 

Mr. BOWLIN, resuming, said, he thought he || on motion, referred to the Committee of the Whole 
was plain enough. He had made no attack upon || on the state of the Union, was considered by that 








On looking into the matter, the Com- 


that the contract ought to be awarded to Mr. Bil- 
lings, and had reported a resolution directing that 
it should be so awarded. 

Mr. BOCOCK (Mr. Scuencx yielding the floor 


| Billings had any legal claim to this contract. 
(Mr. B.) did not believe that Billings had any 


of the service and of the country would be bene- 
| fited by giving the contract to him. 
Mr. SCHENCK replied that he had not used 





the gentleman, nor the peculiar interests of his || committee, and reported back to the House. In | 


section, unless inviting the attention of the House || the mean time, a resolution looking to the encour- 
to the facts might be so considered. |, agement of the western hemp grower, was intro- 

But he invited the attention of the House again | duced by the gentleman from Kentucky. The 
to the resolutions, and urged upon them not to || Committee of the Whole had, on the same day, 
commit them—that to do so under the present || he believed, reported back the original resolution 
state of the case was a virtual rejection. Such he || with a single amendment, and that amendment 
regarded as the inevitable effect of a committal, | was properly the only subject now under discus- 
and hoped the House would not commit, but dis- || sion. The committee reported back the resolu- 
pose of them at once, and let them know what | tion with an amendment, requésting that the test 
they had to expect. || should be raised from 4,200 to 4,400 pounds. 

Afier a few words from Messrs. MARSHALL || Now it must be obvious that the committee had 
and MOREHEAD— || some reason for adopting this amendment. Now, 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama, remarking that he | what was this reason? ‘ 
thought the House had heard enough of this sub- || If gentlemen could be prevailed on to look into 
ject, moved the previous question. 
" Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, desired Mr. C. || what mode the hemp had been formerly supplied 
to withdraw the motion, to enable him (Mr. 8.) 1 for the public service, in small amounts, and from 
to offer an amendment. \| time to time, and would call to mind the great 

Mr. GREEN made the same request, to which || improvements which had been gradually intro- 
Mr. Coss assented, when— _ duced in the preparation of the article for use, they 

Mr. GREEN, after a few words of explanation, | would become satisfied that the standard of the 
withdrew the motion to refer to the Committee of || test might be raised with advantage to the public 
the Whole on the state of the Union, and offered the || interest, and that owing to the perfection to which 
following amendment (being that indicated by Mr. || it had been brought by machinery and skill, a 
Sranron) to the amendment of the Committee on || rope of one inch and three-quarters would now 
Naval Affairs: || sustain weight of 4,400 pounds. 

And be it further resolved, That the Secretary ofthe Navy | Mr. SCHENCK here referred to some docu- 
be dir-cted to enter into contract with George W. Billings || ments before him, to show what was the compar- 
ior furnishing 300 tons of American water-rotted hemp per || ative streneth of the foreien and the American 
Annom, fora period of five years, according to the terms || hemp: and ‘ar d. that if S hel d ir eee 
and conditions of the bid made by the said Billings under Ps irgued, that if we had made such im 
the recent advertisement of the Navy Department forthe || provements in the manufacture and preparation of 
purchase of such hemp. | the article as to enable it to bear an additional test 

Mr. CARTER said he would like to be a party | of fifty, or one hundred, or two hundred pounds, 
to this bargain, (i ¢.) the conditional withdrawal | 1t was very important that we should raise ihe 
of the previous question. | test, so as to have in the public service the strong- 

Mr. COBB further waived his motion in favor || —— ee 

E>. i r. MOREHEAD made a remark here, (Mr. 
Mr. CARTER, who inquired of the Speaker | Scuencx yielding the floor,) which was not 
whether it would be in order to offer an amend- | audible. : 
ment to that branch of the resolution which re- | Mr. SCHENCK resumed, stating that there 

| 





of 


lated to the purchase of hemp in open market? || was a disposition on the part of those who had 
The SPEAKER said it would not be in order, || the interests of the naval service committted to 
because an amendment to an amendment was | them, to keep up, as far as possible with the 
pending. . || spirit of the age, with the progressive improve- 
Mr. CARTER’S amendment, by consent, was || ments in the article. And the importance of this 
read for information, as follows: | policy would be evident to all, when it is reflected 


“‘ Provided, That the Secretary of the Navy, in the pur- _ that the lives of hundreds of thousands of human 


chase of suid hemp, shall in no instance pay to the person || beings are frequently risked on the strength of a | 


> 
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Mr. SCHENCK expressed some doubt whether | 
|| by the department, and the results of the experi. 


| ernment with American water-rotted hemp. For | 
|| some reasons which had not been very satisfac | 
|| torily presented, the offer of Mr. Billings was re- | 
|| jected. And thus it remained until the month of | 


mittee on Naval Affairs had unanimously thought | 


for an explanation) said the gentleman from Ohio || 
| had made a mistake when he said there was una- | 
| nimity of opinion in the Naval Committee that Mr. | 


He || 


legal claim; but he had thought that the interests | 


| the matter, and to see in what quantities and in | 


March §, 


single rope. It was an imperati 
care that this rope should ae: mare to take 


Poet BOWL eran 
on . ty N asked a question, which was not 


Mr. SCHENCK replied in the i 
committee had, through the Mav Dens 
obtained the facts which had led them to the 
clusion that the standard ought to be raised ro 

Mr. S. here referred to the reports from the d 
partments for the facts in detail to which he . 
ferred. re. 
|| From these documents he present 

House the various‘ tests which had ca nan 


The 


partment, 


| ments. The power of the rope had always gon 
| above the test here designated. It had been de. 
| monstrated that by the’ improvements in machinery 
|| and the greater skill in the preparation of the article 

for the use of the Government, we were now en- 
abled to produce a better article than we coyid 
obtain from abroad antecedent to, as well as sub. 
quent to 1841; we had been gradually progressine 
in the preparation of hemp until in our advaneins 
skill and experience, and in our republican me 
‘Press, we have outstripped the foreign article, On 
| thisaccount he thought, and the committee thought 

that the standard had been fixed too low, and that 
|| even by raising it to 4,600 pounds we should siijj 

be able successfully to compete with the imported 
hemp. 

Mr. S. here referred to a report from the depart. 
ment on the subject of water-rotted hemp; and 
|| stated that herein would be found sufficient to ac. 
count for this point in the debate on the amend- 
|| ment. It was evident that 4,400 pounds is a test 
|| below which we are not justified in going. Itis 
|| true that by looking at different States, we shall 
|| find that this test may exceed in some cases, that 
| which is their standard. It is above the standard 
\| in Illinois and Kentucky, and all the debate which 
|| had sprung up and raged so fiercely originated in 
|| this innocent effort to raise the test to its proper 
|| standard. Yet no one could entertain a doubt as 
| to the facts on which this change is proposed. It 
is grounded on tests made for the purpose of as- 
|| certaining how high a standard may be safely 
|| adopted. 

It had been objected that we ought to have no- 
thing to do with Billings, who had been constantly 
dragged in by gentlemen at every stage of the dis- 
cussion. If the resolution submitted by the gentle- 
man from Kentucky had been referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, as 
the resolution reported by the Naval Committee in 
relation to the Billings contract was, the whole 
subject would have been taken up and considered 
atthesametime. But in consequence of the action 
| of the Committee of the Whole on the Billings 
|| contract, opposition had been made to the raising of 
the standard, and to the reference of this resolution 
| of the gentleman from Kentucky to that commit 
tee. These objections have been interposed to 
cut us off from the opportunity of examining the 
whole subject at once, and satisfying ourselves 
whether the contracts have been properly made. 
This appeared to be their object. 

Now, if we defeat this amendment and prevent 
the test from being raised, what must be the effect’ 
|| It will be to throw back the Government upon the 
|| inferior qualities of hemp, while it would enable 
the growers in Kentucky and Illinois to get rid of 
| hemp which could not be otherwise disposed of, 
|| by selling it to the department. And when your 
erm is thus fixed, and you permit the farmer to 

ring in his ton of hemp at a time, instead of hav- 








} 
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‘Ing a regular aupply secured by contract, we are 
told that we shall help put down a monopoly! 
| This word “ monopoly ”? was constantly evoked, 
as if to conjure upaspiritto fright us from our pro 
| priety. hat is this “ monopoly” which is such 
| a bugbear to some? 

Some time ago, when it became evident that we 
could procure at home a better quality of hemp 
than we could import, a provision by law was ¢t 
acted authorizing contracts to be made to run 
_ through a period of five erat from year to year, 
|| in order to secure a regular and sufficient supply: 


} 
1 


The same course is pursued in obtaining supplies 

|| of butter, cheese, and other necessaries for the set 

vice of the navy; because in the absence of such 

|; contracts, if these articles were to be annually col 

| lected here and there, how could there be any ust 

formity in color, or taste, or quality? And espe 
. 
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sally must this be the case in relation to the su 
sy of hemp—an article which can only be brought 
to an equa - . ; 
®pinery which cannot be put up without capi- 
gj; and it was to enable the contractor to erect this 

‘site machinery and properly to prepare the 
wele, that this provision extending the contracts 
‘ough a period of five years, was adopted. 
ay S. here referred to a report from the navy- 

j at Boston, to show that there was a differ- 
race between the hemp furnished in small quanti- 
ves, and the large supplies, to the disadvantage of 
je former. And so, he repeated, would be the re- 
wit if the department was to adopt the system of 
spisining the supplies of butter and cheese for the 
nV, wherever it could be picked up. If a por- 
jon was to be picked up m Philadelphia, and 
wother portion in Missouri, and another portion 
kentucky, how could it be expected that the but- 
rand cheese would not be of all qualities of taste 
nd color? So as to hemp, which requires uni- 
ormity of strength and staple. If we are to seek 
here and there, wherever and in whatever quan- 
ies we may be able to procure it, do we not run 
ihe risk of obtaining it of every color and descrip- 
‘ion, piebald and motley in its appearance and 
wality? He defied any ingenuity to prevent such 
consequence. : 

But such an evil is avoided when we make a 
contract with one or more contractors for the sup- 
ply of a large quantity of the article, thus putting 
it in the power of these individuals to erect the 
proper machinery and to see that the proper mode 
of preparing is attended to; and the advantage of 
hat mode is further made manifest by the report 
of the Boston navy-yard, which shows that the 
hemp purchased in small quantities does not come 
ypto the proper test. And this was an answer to 
the objection advanced against the continuance of 
the contract through the term of five years. 

Mr. S. then referred to the advertisement un- 
der which Mr. Billings put in his bid for the 
supply of hemp. The advertisement stated that 
no bids should be offered over $241 a ton. Mr. 
Billings begins with a bid for the first year at 
4238; and then he comes down gradually, until 
for the last year his bid is at $163, some fifty 
dollars below the preceding year. Taking the 
average of the five years it was $217, and this 
was far below what had heretofore been paid, and 
that it would have cost if it were procured in the 
way gentlemen seemed to wish. 

He then referred to the superior cleanliness of 
the article procured by contract. The hemp pur- 
chased by the American Hemp Company has 
much less dirt and tow than any other which had 
been supplied; and that accounts for its superior 
siength. There is not any tow init. Some per- 
sons have supposed that this is owing to a differ- 
ence of fibre. He thought, however, that this dif- 
ference was owing to the different mode of prepae 
ration. He had no doubt the hemp of Missouri 
would be as good as the best if the same care was 
taken in the preparation, and it was furnished in 
the like quantity. If the western hemp was sub- 
jected to the same process, and was freed from the 
dirt and tow with which it is encumbered, he had 
no doubt that the same hemp which would now be 
rejected would be adopted for the use of the Gov- 
ernment. 

If there was a monopoly in the mode of obtain- 
ing supplies by contract, it was a wise monopoly. 

ut there was no monopoly. The system aah 
enabled the department to buy s6 as to secure the 
greatest possible advantage for the service. It is 
ho monopoly. The Secretary issues his public 
hotice, inviting proposals; he thus goes into 
a free and open market, where all are at liberty to 
bring their offers; and while the department thus 
secures the advantages of the contract system, good 
isdone to the producer of the article. It is then 
the wisest course. 

He had been induced to go into this statementto 
give the House all the information he could onthe 
Subject. He had not referred to the course of the 
retary of the Navy, or to the opinion of the At- 
hime? neral, which were not satisfactory to 

He had no acquaintance with Billings, having 
vever seen him until two or three days ago. He 
id not know why the introduction of his name 

produced so much warmth, he would not say 
ferocity, but strong feeling. He did not regard 
this as a question between Illinois and Kentucky, 
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and uniform standard by means of || this question, he had said with a view to the inter- 
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| To the House of Representatives of the United States: 1 


| respondence between the Department of State and the Brit- 
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— 


Government with the decision of the President of the Uni- 
ted States, conceding to British vessels in American ports | 
the same privileges and advantages which are now granted 
to American vessels in British ports. 
The questions whether British vessels shall be admitted 
to trade, as ne propose, between the Atlantic and Pacific 
rts of the United States, and whether vessels of British 
uild shall be admitted to the advantages uf an American 
register, are considered by the President as the r sub- 
jects for legislative consideration, and will be submitted to 
the judgment of Congress. 
I avail myself of this occasion to renew to you the assu- 
sance of my distinguished consideration. 


JOHN M. C LAYTON. 
Rt. Hon. Sir H. L. Butwer, &e., &e. 





or between any of the other States. He did not 
know where Billings lives. What he had said on 





ests of the Government. He cared not who was 
to reap a profit out of any contract. As a mem- 
ber of the Committee on Naval Affairs, he only | 
looked at what he thought the most desirable for | 
the interests of the service. 
Mr. STANLY called for the order of the day— 
but waived the call at the request of 
Mr. MOREHEAD, who moved that the reso- | 
on and ie be recommitted to thes|| 
ommittee on Naval Affairs. || On motion, the message and papers were refer- 
aco MARSHALL wished to move an amend- || red to the Committee on Foreign Affaire. 
The SPEAKER said no amendment was now CALIFORNIA. 


inorder, : || On motion of Mr: THOMPSON, of Mississippi, 
The question was then taken on the motion of || the House resolved itself into Committee of the 





Mr. Moreueap and decided in the affirmative. | Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Boyp in 
So the resolution and amendments were recom- || the Chair,) and resumed the consideration of the 
mitted to the Committee on Naval Affairs. || President’s message communicating the constitu- 
The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- || tion of California, and of the proposition of Mr. 
lowing || Dory and of Mr. Green relative thereto. 
Mr. HALL, who was entitled-to the floor, ad- 
I herewith transmit to Congress copies of a recent cor- || dressed the committee upon the slavery question, 
|, and in favor of the admission of California. [His 
|| speech will be found in the Appendix. } 
| Mr. HALL having concluded— 

Mr. CABELL, of Florida, obtained the floor, 
| and addressed the committee during the heur, (in 
Britisn LeGation, k hich will be f i in the Append 
Wasuineron, January Ist, 1850, || FeMarks which will be found in the Appen 1x.) 

Sir: Her Majesty’s Government saw, with great satisfac- || Mr. FEATHERSTON obtained the floor, but 
tion, the decree published by the President of the United || yielded to a motion that the committee rise, which 
States, conceding to British vessels in American ports the || prevailing, the committee rose and reported, 
same privileges and advantages which are granted to Amer- || <1 : : 
ican vessels in British ports by the recent modification of || Mr. BROOKS here rose and said that oan 
the British navigation laws; and I was happy to assure || from the President of the United States, involving 
you that the vessels of the United States would not be ex- || principles of a great deal of importance, had been 
cluded by any Order in Council from the full benefit of that || received to-day, and without reading, as he thought 
change of system which Great Britain has adopted. 1] He cheveinen 


‘There are, however, two or three matters to which I must | given altogether a wureng direction. 
call your attention, believing that the real object and spirit || moved a reconsideration of the reference which 
of your standing regulations is to confer on the vessels of || had been given it, viz: to the Committee of For- 


foreign powers those advantages which such foreign powers || ejon Relations, with the view afterwards of giving 
may confer upon the vessels of the United States. . = 


i : 
As the coasting trade of the United Kingdom is strictly || itanother, and, as he thought, a better direction. | 
reserved to British vessels, { would not, of course, propose Severa Voices: What’sthe message? What’s 
to the United States Government that British vessels should || the message? 


ish Minister at Washington, relating tosubjects which seem 

to require the consideration of the Legislative rather than 

the Executive branch of the Government. 
WasHinGTon, 4/h March, 1850. 


Z. TAYLOR. 


be admitted to trade to and fro between the several ports on c ; id: SR 
the eastern coast of the United States, because such trade Mr. en nee “e es he age 
being strictly a coasting trade, is, it may be presumed, con- || COMVeyed from the Secretary of State two letters 
fined to United States vessels. But the trade between the || from the British Minister here, which the Presi- 
aa on enone and oo = the pte Poa of So dent referred to the action of Congress. 
tates, involving, as it does, the necessity of passing throug -43 af , : . 5 
seas and along coasts far beyond the territonal jurisdiction The — yy we — that, sates 
of the United States, resembies in its nature and character || ration of the British Free Navigation Act, the 
the trade carried on between the United Kingdom and the || coastwise trade, not between our ports on the At- 
transinarine possessions of the British Crown, into which || Jantic, but between the ports of the Atlantic and 
trade the new act authorizes the admission of the vessels || : cae : 
of all countries which may be disposed to meet the conces- || the Pacific be open to British os well as to Ameri 
sions of Great Britain in a spirit of fair reciprocity; and ber || Can vessels, and : that British built vessels pur- 
Majesty’s Government conceive that if the United States || chased by Americans be given American regis- 
vessels are to be admitted to this privilege, the United States || ters, 
Government may be fairly expected in return, to admit || =. Se, . 
British vessels to trade between the Atlantic and Pacific || The British Minister secondly remonstrated, 
ports of the United States. || perhaps gently, but remonstrated nevertheless, 
Moreover, you will be aware that American vessels be- || against an apprehended increase of duties in this 
coming the property of British subjects, are now admissible || ¢, on Briti yroducts, more especiall 
to the advantages ot a British register, and I therefore deem || Conary Gp vhi h ish pr if : de | G y 
it no more than reasonable and fair to expect that measures || UPON Iron, whieh Increase i mace by Our Gov- 
will be adopted by tle United States Government for making || ernment, he thought would act unfavorably upon 
British vessels becoming the property of American citizens, || public opinion in Great Britain. 
admissible to the advantages of an American register. : 
It will give me much pleasure to be able to satisfy Her s eens these Pele addressed to - United 
Majesty’s Government promptly on these particulars. | States Secretary of Siate, were somewhat extraor- 
1 avail myself of this occasion to renew to you the assur- 1 dinary, and both deserved more consideration than 
ances of my highest consideration. 8 ae || they were likely to have from the Committee on 
+L, BULWER. | Foreign Relations, whose business was not with 
|| the coastwise trade of the United States, nor with 


Hon. J. M. Ciayton, &ce., &e., &e. 





Brirish Leeation, January 3, 1850, || the tariff. : 
Sir: It having been represented to her Majesty’s Gov- || The question was then put, and the motion was 
ernment, that therc is some idea on the part of the Govern- || reconsidered. 
| 
| 


— of the ee og to eae” — duties = — 
ish iron imported into the Unite : ; 
ieateosind ae ie Majesty’s Gavennient te sere the |, direction, moved that the letter first named be re- 
United States Government the hope of her Majesty’s Gov- || ferred to the Committee on Commerce, and the 
Soemam. pe ee Ne ee oe Se || second letter to the Committee on Manufactures. 
ese 2 ; 
Onaly ailai heavily on British grodections; ena feanaet | Mr. STANLY was understood to say that this 
but observe, for my own part, that an augmentation of the || whole subject should go to the Committee on 
duties on Brititish produce or manufactures, made at the || Foreign Affairs. It had been very properly re- 
moment gee the ere Government has, by a series of || ferred to that committee this morning. hat, he 
countrh 8. wee von. gg sunp Gippeeshen saliee po asked, had the Committee on Manufactures to do 
_public opinion in England. | with these matters which touched the basis of our 
I avail myself of the opportunity to renew to you the as- | commercial intercourse with a foreign power? 
surance of my mostdistinguished consideration, || That branch of the subject proposed to be referred 
HENBY L. BULWER. || to the Committee on Manufactures, should go to 
Hon. Joun M. Crayton, &e., &c., &e. | the Committee of Ways and Means, if it be not 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 
Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, was understood 
| to coincide with the views of the gentleman from 
North Carolina, [Mr. Sranuy,}] and moved that 
| the House adjourn; but waived the motion. 4 
| Messrs. McLANE, of Maryland, and Me- 
|| CLERNAND made some remarks, which were 


Mr. BROOKS, to give these papers a proper 





DePraRTMENT oF Stare, 
Wasuineton, January 14, 1850. 
Sr: I was honored by the receipt of your note of the Ist 
instant, assuring me that the vessels of the United States 
would not be excluded, by any Order in Council, from the 
full benefit of that change of system which Great Britain | 
has adomed by the recent modification of her navigation 
laws; and expressing the great satisfaction of Her Majesty’s 
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indistinctly heard. The latter gentleman was un- | 
derstood to inquire of the Speaker whether the | 
vote referring the message to the Committee on | 
Foreign Affairs had been reconsidered, and whether 
the question was debatable ? 

The SPEAKER said the vote had been recon- 
sidered; and the question recurred on the motion 
to refer. 

Mr. McCLERNAND was proceeding to make 
some remarks; when 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, said he insisted | 
upon his motion to adjourn. He wanted time to | 
examine the documents, before voting upon the | 
question of reference. 

Mr. BROOKS inquired of the Chair what would | 
be the effect upon the pending question if the mo- 
tion to adjourn prevailed ? 

The CHAIR stated that if the House then ad- | 
journed, the communication of the President and 
the pending motion would be the first business in | 
order, of the business on the Speaker’s table, after 
the expiration of the morning hour. 

By general consent the documents were ordered | 
to be printed. * | 
} 





The question was then put on the motion to ad- | 
journ, and it was carried in the affirmative. 
The House accordingly adjourned. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 

Mr. WENTWORTH gave notice of his intention to in- 
troduce a bill extending the time for the payment of public 
lands, under existing preémmption laws, from one to two 
years. 


Also, a bill placing on the pension rolls all the surviving 


soldiers, and the widows of soldiers who served tree | 
months, 


Also, a bill reducing the rates of letter postage to two || 


cents for each half ounce, and reducing the franking privi- 
lege. 

Also, a bil) abolishing the use of ardent spirits and cor- 
poral punishment in the United States Navy. 


PETITIONS, &e: 
The following memorials, petitions, &c., were 
presented under the rule and referred to the appro- 
priate committees: 


By Mr. FITCH: The petition of W. R. Ellis and 148 
other citizens of Elkhart county, Indiana, asking a reduc- 
tion of postage to two cents per half ounce on prepaid | 
matter. 

Also, the petition of Peter W. Demoss and 82 other citi- 
zens of Fulton, Pulaski, Stark, and Marshall counties, for 
a mail-route from Rochester through Buena Vista to Wina- 
mac. 

Also, another on the same subject, signed by 33 citizens. 

By Mr. MeQUEEN: The memorial of Jesse Keith and 
other citizens of Darlington district, South Carolina, pray- 
ing for the establishment of a mail-route from Wilmington, 
North Carolina, te Manchester, South Carolina. 

By Mr. BENNETT: A petition of 25 citizens of Chenango 
county, New York, for the free circulation of newspapers 
for 30 miles from the place of publication, 

Also, a petition of 95 citizens of said county in favor of 
cheap postage. 
By Mr. COLE: The petition of Benjamin L. Purdy, F. G. 
Stanley and 348 other citizens of Wisconsin, praying for the 
establishment of a mail-route from Mineral Point to Plover 

“Portage, on the Wisconsin river, via Dodgeville, &c. 

Also, the petition of George Hiles, William B. Updegraff, | 
and 218 other citizens of Wisconsin, for the establishment | 
of a mail route from Green Bay to Adams, Sark county, 
vin Menasha, &e. : 

By Mr. SCHOOLCRAFT : The petition of A. C. Disbrow | 
and 90 other citizens of western New York, for cheap post- | 





e. 
Shy Mr. HALLOWAY: The petition of John W. Knevels 
and 61 others, citizens of Fishkill, Duchess county, praying | 
that posiage on prepaid letters be reduced to two cents per 
half ounce. | 

By Mr. BOYD: The petition of citizens of Kentucky for 
reduction of postage. 

Also, the petition of the heirs of Sarah Stokes for a pen- 
s10n. 

Also, the petition of Mavell Hill, for a pension. 

By 1 CROWELL: The petition of Robert Ginson and | 
20) others, citizens of Youngstown, Mahoning county, | 
Onto, praying Congress to secure to persons claimed as fu- | 
gitivés from service or labor, the right of trial by jury. 

By Mr. POTTER: The pales of ©, 8. St. John and 50 | 
others, citizens of Willoughby, Ohio, for cheap postage. 

By Mr. THURMAN: The petition of Baruch Beckwith, 
ef., and 80 others; eitigens of Bukmantown, Clinton coun- | 
ty, New York, for cheap postage. 





| 
| 


| 
| 


By Mr. HAY: The remonstrance of Albert Morton and || 


j 


70 others, citizens of Gloucester, New Jersey, against the 
extension of Woodworth’s patent for a planing machine; 
also, asking Congress to repeal the act extending this patent, 
which was approved February 26th, 1845. 

By Mr. SEDDON : The petition of Carl Michael, of 
Richmond, Virginia, for compensation for extra services and | 
medicines furnished in the Mexican war. | 

By ‘Mr. EVANS, of Obio: The petition of citizens of | 
Muskingum county, Ohio, for the alteration of a certain | 
mail-route. 

Ry Mr. PECK: Sandry petitions of citizens of Walden | 
and of Danville, Vermont, against the extension of slavery, 
&e. 

Also, several petitions of citizens of Monipetier, Waits- | 

postage. 





Ville, and Payston, Vermont, for a reduction of 


‘ 


| 
| cago. 
| 
\\ 
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counties, Vermont, fora new mail-route. 

By Mc. YOUNG: The memo ial of a public meeting held 
by citizens of De Witt county, in Illinois, praying for a 
grant of lands to aid the State in the constru tion of the 
Central Railroad, in said State, on the old surveyed route, 
from Cairo, or some neighboring point, to the terminus of 
the Illinois and Michigan Canal, and from thence to Chi- 


By Mr. FOWLER: The petition of Frederick Winslow 
and Charles Seward, citizens of Fall River, Massachusetts, 
praying for indemnity for French spoliations committed 
prior to the year 1809. 

By Mr. HIBBARD: The petition of John Davis and 

others, citizens of Cornish, N. H., praying that the rate of 
postage on prepaid letters may be established at two cents 
per half ounce. 

Also, the petition of E. M. Bissell and others, citizens of 
Oxford, N. H., praying that the rate of postage on prepaid 
letters may be established at two cents per half ounce. 

By Mr. GOTT: The resolutions of the town of Fabius, 
New York; the petition of citizens of the town of Cainillus, 
New York; the petition of citizens of the town of Skanea 
teles, New York; and the petition of citizens of the town of 
De Witt, New York, for cheap postage. 

By Mr. HILLIARD: The following petitions, viz: 

1. From A. A. Dexter, of Alabama, asking the passage 
| of an act compensating American citizens for French spo- 
liations ow their commerce. 

2. Memorial of Benjamin Rush, of Pennsylvania, asking 
compensation for services as Chargé d’ Affaires at London. 

On motion of Mr. JACKSON, of New York, leave was 
gianted to withdraw from the files the petition of the heirs 
ot Nathan Beard, together with the other papers in the 
case, and they were referred to the Committee on Revolu- 
| tionary Claims. 


IN SENATE. 
Tvespay, March 5, 1850. 

| Mr. HALE presented a petition signed b 

| Theophilus Cushing, and one hundred other citi- 
zens of Frankfort, Waldo county, Maine, asking 
| a reduction of postage to two cents on all prepaid 
| letters not exceeding one-half ounce, and news- 
| paper postage to one cent, and for other corre- 
sponding reforms; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Also, a memorial from citizens of Newport, 
Herkimer county, New York, setting forth that, 
in their opinion, the system of land traffic imported 
into this country from Europe, is wrong in prin- 
ciple; that it is fast debasing the peaple to the 
condition of dependant tenants, of which condition 
arapid increase of vice, pauperism, misery, ine- 
quality, and crime are the necessary consequences, 
and asking that the public lands be ceded to the 
States, for the purpose of granting them in limited 
quantities to persons not possessed of other lands; 
which was referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

Also, a petition signed by Peter Ellis and sixty: 
two other citizens and electors in Chesterfield, 
Burlington county, in the State of New Jersey, 
asking that no State may be hereafter admitted 
into the Union unless the constitution of such 
State shall expressly prohibit the existence of sla- 
| very within its limits; which was ordered to lie on 
the table. 

Also, a petition signed by Peter Ellis and fifty- 
seven other citizens, claiming to be electors of the 
same town, county, and State, asking that no fu- 
gitive slave may be delivered up to the claimantor 
his agent, exceptupon the finding of a jury; which 
| was ordered to lie on the table. 
| Also, a memorial very numerously signed by 








|| citizens of Lancaster county, in the State of Penn- 


| sylvania, asking the admission of California with 
her present limits and constitution without delay; 
and further, asking that no bill may be passed 
| agreeing to any compromise whatever, by which 
| a single square inch of soil, now free, shall have 
| slavery introduced therein; and that such meas- 
| ures may be taken as will effectually exclude from 
| all territories acquired from Mexico, a system 
| which Washington, and Jefferson, and Randolph, 
| and the great and good of all nations, have de- 
clared to be the sum of all villainies; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Territories. 
Also, a petition from citizens and electors resi- 
| ding in Chesterfield, Burlington county, New Jer- 
sey, signed by Peter Ellis and fifty-nine others, 
asking that slavery and the slave trade may be ex- 
| pressly prohibited by act of Congress in all the 
| territories of the United States. 

Also, a petition from citizens and electors resi- 
| ding in Chesterfield, Burlington county, New Jer- 
| sey, signed by Peter Ellis and fifty-seven others, 
| asking that all laws may be repealed by which sla- 


|| very or the slave trade is sanctioned in the city of 


| Washington, or that the National Government 
‘may be removed to some more suitable location. 











parch §, 


Also, a petition from one hund 
legal voters of the city of Buffalo, in the , 

ew York, for the repeal of all | 
adopted by Congress for the su 
in ao District of Columbia. 

80, a petition of thirty-eight inhabi 
Pennsylvania, asking that Fag ene c 
of the Constitution or otherwise, abolish Pt 
throughout the United States, or relieve the oe 
of Pennsylvania from all responsibility of 2 
in its support. m8 

Also, a petition of thirty-two inhabitants f 
Pennsylvania, asking the passage of a lay : 
abolish slavery and the slave trade in the Distre, 
of Columbia. F 

Also, a petition from citizens of Palmyra. ; 
State of New York, setting forth that ‘ie = 
credibly informed, that certain men in the District 
of Columbia claim and exercise the right of ep 
tering the houses of their poor neighbors, and ,j. 
olently breaking up such households, 
trating the conjugal, parental, and filial relations 
and asking the enactment of such laws as will s° 
cure the same rights to every individual jn th. 
said District. 


Also, a petition, signed by fifty inhabitants of 
the State of New Jersey, setting forth that « he 
who digs money out of the earth, who earns ;: 
with the sweat of his brow, hath a just title to ; 
against the universe; no one has a right to touch 
it without his consent; to do so is robbery;” an, 
asking that such a law may be passed as wil! s¢. 
cure to all the people of the District of Columbia 
the free enjoyment of their just earnings. 

Also, a petition signed by fifty-seven inhabitants 
of New Jersey, setting forth that in the District of 
Columbia, aver which Congress has exclusive jy. 
risdiction, one man is allowed to own another 
man’s body—an act denounced by Holy Writ, as 
may be seen by reference to the 21st chapter of 
Exodus, 16th verse, and asking the passage of 
such laws as will establish justice, and secure the 
blessings of liberty to all the inhabitants thereof, 

Also, from citizens of Newport, Herkimer coun- 
ty New York, asking the attention of Congress 
the atrocious wrongs and stupendous frauds done 
in the District of Columbia, and calling upon 
Congress, by all that is precious and sacred in the 
rights of man, and by all that is commanding and 
fearful in the authority of God, to put an end to 
these wrongs and frauds. 


“1st. Daniel Drayton and Sayre are in prison in 
the District of Columbia, and they are to be kept there until 
they shall have done the impossible thing of paying $17,760, 
the amount of the fines so cruelly and wickedly imposed 
upon them. This is their doom, because, in the first place, 
there were found ia the vessel which they navigated, seventy- 
four of their wretched fellow-beings, who were seeking to 
escape from slavery. This istheir doom, because, in the 
second place, their judges, adopting the shameful and 
monstrous falsehood that slavery has a jegal existence in tie 
District of Columbia, a legal existence under our aut- 
slavery national constitution, transmuted the merit of thee 
two men into a crime, their rare meritinto a hi-h crime. 
With these judges, who are guilty of being the servants o 
pirates, and of installing in the place of rightevus and bul 
law the assumptions of lawless piracy, what less stiouid be 
done than to impeach them? What less, indeed, should be 
done with any United States judge who is guilty of adwit- 
ting, in his official capacity, the legal existence of slavery: 

“2d. The present Secretary of State is guilty of prostii- 
ting his high office to the service of the slaveholding inter- 
est. His refusal to grant ‘a passport or protection’ to Heury 
Hambleton, a colored person, was based distinctly a 
solely on the ground of Mr. Hambleton’s complexion. | 
not Congress bound to provide effectually against the repel: 
tion of this scandalous offence ? 

«3d. The present Marshal of the District of Columbia’ 
another instance of the abuse of official power, which calls 
Joudly for the action of Congress. He, too, makes righ 
turn upon complexion ; and he goes so far in this directions 
to imprison, or otherwise outrage, colored: persons, wit, !! 
they were but white persons, would be entirely unmolested 
by him. This charge is fully justified by his recent crim 
against Edward Brooks. , 

“4th. There are persons, even thousands of them, in th 
District of Columbia, who are actually held as slaves ; 24 
they are claimed to be so held under the laws of Congres 
We surely need not say that there are no laws of Congres 
authorizing slavery. I: slavery can be legalized by a! 
authority, it nevertheless cannot be by a Legislature, whe 

wers are bounded by the anti-slavery Constitution of ihe 

nited States. How absurd the supposition that Congres 
can establish slavery at West Point, or wherever it has a " 
orarsenal! And yet, if have power to 
slavery in the District of Columbia, it has power to 
lish it wherever Congress has exclusive jurisdiction. 

“ We respectfully submit whether Congress, inasmuch ® 
there is a wide-spread delasion that it has power to crew 
and legalize slavery, should not hasten to declare that it ht 
no such power. But, whatever may be expedient on W's 
penne can be no reasonable doubt tha Congres © 

ud to put an immediate end to slavery in the District’ 
Columbi and to guard against ils recurrence by the term? 
of the h penalties. 
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The motion to receive these several petitions I hold in my hand, it may be referred to the Com- | 
ysordered to lie onthe table, “a mittee on Patents. 
Mr. DOUGLAS presented a petition of citizens They were so referred. ti 
of Bureav county, Illinois, in favor of a reduction || Mr. DOWNS. | havea memorial of precisely i 
vf the rates of postage; which was referred to the || the same nature—a memorial making the same 
Comittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. Opposition to the same patent, from certain 
Also, a memorial from citizens of lowa and || sons in New Orleans, asking that the act of uly 
iinois, asking the improvement of the navigation || 8, 1845, renewing the patent of William Wood- |) 
the Upper Mississippi river; which was re- || worth, may be so amended as to protect the rights | 
d to the Committee on Commerée. , | of persons who owned machines under that patent lt 
Mr. SEWARD presented a petition of citizens | prior to its renewal under said act, and | would |, 
of Oneida county, New York, in favor of a reduc- || like it to have the same reference. ° i 
jon of the rates of postage; which wasrreferred to || Mr. DAWSON. I take this occasion to state, | 
ihe Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, || af one of the Committee on Patents and the Patent | 
Mr. BALDWIN presented a petition from citi- || Office, that this patent of Woodworth was re- | 
rns of Farmington, Connecticut, asking the adop- || newed in 1845, to commence running on the fourth |, 
ion of measures for the settlement of international |) of December, 1849, and to continue for seven 
wontroversies; which was reftrred to the Commit- years from that date. At the opening of this ses- || 
eon Foreign Relations. 4 ia __ || Sten of Congress in December, an application was | 
Mr. WALKER presented the petition of citi- || made at the very time when the last renewal was | 
nes of Wisconsin, asking the establishment of a | to commence to run, to renew the patent again 
ost route from West Bend to Sheboygan Falls, || after 1856, and that application was referred to | 
in that State; which was referred to the Commit- || the Committee on Patents and the Patent Office; | 
we on the Post Office and Post Roads. | and according to the proof before the committee, 
Mé. SOULE presented a memorial from mer- || the renewal for seven years, which commenced || 
chants of the city of New Orleans, in the State of | running on the fourth day of last December, had |, 
Louisiana, asking the establishment of a line of || been sold for one hundred thousand instead of |, 
mail packets from New Orleans to Vera Cruz and || fifty thousand dollars. Now they are endeavor- | 
Tampico, in Mexico; which was referred to the || ing here, through their counsel on this floor and in | 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. | other places, to renew the patent again, com- | 
Also, the memorial of the widow and heirs of || mencing in 1856, to run for sev€h years more, | 
Fulwar Skipwith, deceased, asking indemnity for || when it is known the patent for seven years will || 
losses sustained, and compensation for services || be worth one hundred thousand dollars according | 
rendered, while employed as public agent by the || to the proof that is now before the committee. | 
Government; which was referred to the Committee || make these observations to show how the Con- | 
on Claims. | gress of the United States has been made a mere 
PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. || ‘#8trument, in the hands of speculators and de- | 
| Signing men, to create a monopoly to be sold in | 
On motion by Mr. PEARCE, | order to levy a tax upon the country. In. 1845 | 
Ordered, That the petition of Erskine & Kichellet, on || the Congress of the United States passed a law to |, 
aaron of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on ] renew a patent to commence running in 1849, four 
sa . ’ ears afterwards, which was sold for one hundred || 
WOODWORTH 'S PATENT: | ‘nennied dollars, and now before that renewal |! 
Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. I am request- || commenced, an application is made to renew it || 
ed to present the petition of Sidney Spaulding and } again. This thing has all been exposed before | 
five hundred and seventy-eight others, citizens of || the Committee on Patents, and they had intended 
Lowell, Massachusetts, remonstrating against the || at the proper time to show how the Government 
renewal of a patent for a planing machine, the in- || has been imposed upon, and | am glad to see || 
vention of William W. Woodworth; and I will || every section of the Union so awake upon the }| 
state, sir-—— subject—Boston, New Orleans and W ilmington— || 
Mr. DAWSON, (in his seat.) The application || and I hope it will be so in every place where the || 
has already been rejected by the committee. interests of the public, in relation to these patents, 
| 


r || 











Mr. DAVIS. 1am very glad to hear that it || ought to be regarded. 
has already been killed in committee; but, as the 
petitioners have entrusted me with the petition, I 
will state the facts connected with the case. Let- 
ters patent were granted for this invention on the 
4th of December, 1828, for fourteen years. In 
November, 1842, these letters patent were ex- 
tended by the Commissioner of Patents for seven 
years more. In February, 1845, while this last 
renewal had something like five years to run, they 
applied to Congress for a further renewal of the 
patent; and, by an act of Congress, a renewal of 
the patent was granted, which expired in 1849, 
extending it for seven years, making twenty-eight 
ae all. The petitioners represent that this 

st renewal commenced its term on the 4th of De- 
cember, 1849, and that the parties have come here 
now for a sull further renewal to. a period coinci- 
dent with the commencement of the patent, while 
ithas nearly seven years still to run. [t is aga'nst 
this renewal, anticipating time for nearly seven 
years, that the petitioners remonstrate, and re- 
monstrate, 1 think, with great propriety. Take 
the facts that are known at the time the patent ex- 
pires, and they will show whether or not the par- 
lies are entitled to a renewal. 

ut they represent, further, that this is a mo- 
nopoly of very great value, and that the probable 
motive that brings the parties here is the very 
great revenue that is derived from it. They do not 
State the fact; but I have heard. it stated in the com- 


Mr. SEWARD. A remark that has fallen from 
the honorable Senator from Georgia, renders it 
proper that I should say a word in explanation, 
in regard to myself, though’ am sure the honora- 
ble gentleman was not aware of the misapprehen- 
sion to which his remark was liable, and against | 
which I propose to guard myself. The honorable || 
Senator says that an application is made to Con- || 
gress to renew the patent by the counsel of the || 
patentee upon the floor of the Senate and else- || 


Mr. DAWSON. No, sir. I do the Senator 
from New York the credit to say, that he is the | 
counsel out of the House to whom! alluded; 
there is another counsel in attendance before the 
committee. 

Mr. SEWARD. I supposed so. It is as well, | 
however, that an explanation should be made; 
and | am glad that this opportunity of making it 
has arrived. The history of the Woodworth 
pevent is one which it is not my purpose to give, 

ut I desire simply to state my own relation to it, 
in erder to guard against an erroneous impression 
that might otherwise be entertained. In 1846, 
when I was in private life and engaged in profes- 
sional pursuits, I was retained as counsel for the 
assignees of this patent; it was then nearly value- 
less, because chiefly of litigation in the several 
courts of the United States, which rendered it 
munity, that when the renewal’ for seven years was impossible for the patentee or his assignees to de- 
fe in 1845—Woodworth being then dead— || rive from it the reward which it was intended to 

is heir sold out his interest in the patent for the || confer on the discoverer. The result of the liti- 
sum of fifty thousand dollars. 1 do not vouch for || gation in the year 1846, in the Supreme Court of 
the correctness of the fact, but this is the common || the United States, was the settlement of certain 
rumor among the community. The petitioners | uestions in regard to it, by reason of which, afier 
represent their belief that if Congress had known || the patent had been amended, it might be sus- 
at the time of the renewal in 1845, all the facts that || tained in the courts. The patent was amended, 
belong to the history of this case, the act would || and inasmuch as the patentee had lost the benefit 
not have been passed. I ask you, sir, that with- || of the patent for the first term, an extension of it 
out reading this petition, together with another that |) was granted by the Commissioner of Patents 
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Where. I presume the Senator intended no refer- || 
ence to me personally by that remark. | 


ar 
i 


under the authority of the Board of Commission- 
ers, whose business it was to examine into the 
subject. The patent thus amended and renewed, 
went into successful operation, so far as the re- 


| wards of the assignees were concerned, about the 


year 1847, and has been a source of emolument to 
them since that time. During that period, and wv 
to the time of my arrival here, and while here, 
have been the personal counsel of the ignees. 
When it was proposed to me that I should be as- 
signed places on the committees of this house, the 
persons who had the subjectsin charge on the 
side of the house to which | belong, proposed, to 
place me on the Committee on Patents, as one of 
the committes to which | was to be assigned. 

I declined to take the place; and, inasmuch as 
any alteration in the committees would disturb 
the whole arrangement contemplated, | begged of 
my friends to be excused from serving on any 


| committee; and I was accordingly excused by 
| them from serving on any committee in this 


house. I preferred this request, because | was 
not willing to bring professional or private inter- 


|, ests into any kind of competition with my public 


duties; | therefore desired to avoid being upon 
any committee where my conduct might be subject 
to misapprehension. I have seen it stated else- 
where—and I refer to it now for the purpose of 
correcting all misapprehension on the subject— 
that I had a partnership, ownership, or interest in 
this patent, which | have not. | desire to state 
distinctly here, in order to correct all misappre- 
hension elsewhere, that I have not now, never 
had, and never expect that | will have, an interes? 
in any patent whatever; and, so far“hs regards 
any action here in reference to the subject, | have 
presented no petition, | have addressed nu mem- 
ber of this house or the other, and I never shall 
present a petition, or address any member—l 
never shall take any action or give any vote in 
relation to matters about which I have ever be- 
fore been professionally concerned. Upon ques- 
tions arismg in this body, my views and opinions, 
L hope, wiil be entirely disconnected from per- 
sonal interest. It is due to myself that the Senate 
should understand that the counsel referred to by 
the Senator from Georgia are other than myself, 
over whom I have no control, and with whom I 
have no connection. I have some cases before the 
Supreme Court of the United States under re- 
tainers earlier than my election to this place, 
which I would be glad to resign with all the not 
inconsiderable-emoluments attending them, solely 
that I might be always entirely unembarrassed in 
my legislative relations. 

Mr. DAWSON. The fact to which I called 


| the attention of the Senate is this: that the patent 


commenced running from the 4th of December 
last, under a renewal to continue for seven years, 
and that application was made to this body im De- 
cember to revive the patent—to grant a further re- 
newal to commence after the expiration of the seven 
years, which will be in 1856, When I referred to 
| the fact of counsel connected with this case, I re- 
| ferred particularly to the gentleman who appeared 
before the committee to force this thing through, 
| aiming to create a monopoly for another period of 
| seven years, without waiting for the expiration of 
| the term of renewal already granted; because every 
| renewal of the patent for seven years, is equivalent 
| to giving to the rpen fifty or a hundred thou- 
| sand dollars, and by our action we are thus crea- 
| ting a capital in favor of the patentee to that 
amount. I merely took the occasion to say that 
| the committee had this matter under consideration, 
; and are well acquainted with all of the facts. 

The petition was referred to the Committee on 
| Patents and the Patent Office. 


EXPLANATION. 


Mr. FOOTE. | rise simply to give notice that 
the motion which I had the honor of introducing 
"on last Monday, for raising a committee of thirteen, 
1 intend to press very earnestly after the close of 
the address which we have been promised by the 
Senator from Massachusetts on Thursday next. 
I have been willing to defer action thus long, be- 
| cause it seemed to be very much desired by cer- 
tain honorable Senatora with whom it was my 
wish to act, and I sincerely hope that, by the time 
specified, Senators will be fully prepared to coép- 
erate with me in the organization of the committee 
referred to. Whilst in the comers of the floor, 
| and in connection with this subject, | beg leave to 











state for myself, what perhaps may not be deemed _ : enalt vas \ 
very important in any public point of view, but | out indulging in further preliminary observations, 
necessary, a8 [ think, to prevent any misappre- | | will proceed to read an extract from the speech, 
hension of my own position in regard to certain | and offer one or two comments thereupon. 

views expressed in our hearing on yesterday, by | Toward the close of it, after showing what could 
the honorable Senator from South Carviien: [Mr. || not save the Union, the honorable Senator proceeded 
CatHoon,]} not now in his place, and who | fear | to specify what, in his opinion, was indispensable 
is again detained at his lodgings by indisposition. © its preservation; and, in so doing, he prescribed 
I sincerely wish he were present, and I hope at | one condition which I never heard of in my life 
least that what I say, will be duly noted by his | before he enunciated it in our hearing—which, 
colleague and other friends who may feel author- | under existing circumstances, | hold to be impos- 
ized to speak for tim in his absence. I shall take | sible of performance, or which certainly could not 
special care to do no injustice, and feel that it is | by possibility be complied with, as all must admit, 
impossible that the language of unkindness or | at the present session of Congress—a condition, 
disrespect can find passage from my lips. Sir, I || too, as I am compelled to aver, wholly repugnant 
was never more pained in my life, than at the || to the attitude heretofore assumed by the South, 








necessity now imposed upon me, of making the | and by southern Senators and Representatives in | 


explanation which I am about to offer. | Congress—who have up to this period contented 
On yesterday, sir, we heard the very able and | ! é t 
atriotic speech of the distinguished Senator from | is—who have been content to claim the faithful ful- 
outh Carolina, and had occasion again to admire | fillment of its sacred guarantees—and have avowed 
the power of his logic, the purity of his diction, | themselves on all occasions the upholders and de- 
and the noble American spirit which that speech || fenders of that sacred Union of States, established 
breathed throughout its whole compass. All who by the organic law of the republic, and which is 
know me, and know anything of the sentiments | 2OW in imminent danger, only because the Consti- 





that I entertain for that gentleman, will believe me | tution and its guarantees have been of late most | 
when I declare, that | have the very highest esteem | shamelessly disregarded and trodden under foot, | 


for him personally; and I take this opportunity to and the original equality of the sovereign States 
add, that for his intellectual faculties—for the puri- || Which compose the Confederacy most seriously 
ty of his character—for his elevated patriotism, || menaced with gverthrow. 

and his admirable disinterestedness of purpose— | Phe condition to which I allude, and which has 
indeed, that for all that can adorn the character of || been part brought to our notice on yesterday by 
the philosophic statesman, high-souled patriot, the honorable Senator from South Carolina, is that 
and finished gentleman—I cherish for him an ad- || 
miration and kindness which few men, dead or || tion. What the nature of that amendment may 
living, have ever awakened in my hearfand under- || be, Lam notatall informed, and cannot easily con- 
standing. Yet, sir, I must say atthe same time, that || Jecture; and I have found other southern Senators 
I was most profoundly grieved at two or three of || not at all more illuminated on this point than my- 
the observations that fell from him on yesterday, || self. But, to avoid doing the honorable Senator 
and which, being offered to the Senate as part of his || the least possible injustice, | will read that portion 
deliverately-prepared (and indeed already printed) || of his speech which | am now noticing. It is as 
apeech, | “have supposed might be regarded by follows: 

many as not only the fruit of closest meditation, || ,,° Having now shown what cannot save the Union, I re- 
but to some extent also of consultation, among || urn to the question with which I commenced : how can the 


: ‘ Union be saved? There is but one way by which it can 
those who have the honor to be associated with || with any certainty, and that is by a full and final settlement, 


the honorable Senator from South Carolina as rep- || 01 the principles of justice, of all the questions at issue be- 
s : : roq. || tween the two sections. The South asks for justice, simple 
resentatives of the southern aaah of the Confed justice, and less she ought not to take. She has 10 compro- 
eracy. Sach is the high and imposing attitude of || tnise to offer, but the Constitution, and no conce-sion or 
the honorable Senator from South Carolina—such || surrender to make. She has already surrendered so much 
his great weight of character and deserved influ- || at she has little left to surrender. Such a setilement 
" ~ would go to the root of the evil, and remove all cause of 
oe throughout the southern States—so thorough: | discontent. By satisfying the South she could remain hon- 
ly, andl may well Say, above all others, is he con- || orably and safely in the Union, and thereby restore the har- 
fided in, in regard to the delicate and interesting || mony and fraternal feelings between the sections which 
questions which now agitate the republic—that existed anterior to the Missouri agitation. Nothing else 
; ; suible, that anythin hich fell can, with any certainty, finally and forever settle the ques- 
it ts next to impossible, any &§ Which fell || tions at issue, terminate agitation, and save the Union. 
from him on yesterday, can be otherwise consid- || « Butean this be done? Yes, easily; not by the weaker 
ered than as harmonizing with the matured and || party, for it can of itself do nothing—not even protect it- 
Rts : : ~ || self—but by the stronger. The North has only to will it to 
universal public aenamans “4 the eon eee || accomplish it—to do justice by conceding to the South an 
in fact, is It apparent that the speech of the honor- || equai right in the acquired territory, and to do her duty by 
able Senator is recognized by leading northern || causing the stipulations relative to fugitive slaves to be 
prints, as embodyin well-ascertained southern | oo eee eee ere the See ae 
=e : : : sq || tion, and to provide for the insertion of a provision in the 
opinions, and as prefiguring the action which is || Constitution, by an amendment, which will restore to the 
inevitably hereafter to take place. 


, ‘ ‘ 2 || South in substance the power she possessed, of protecting 
Now, sir, though in the main [ concur in the | herself, before the equilibrium between the sections was 


views ‘and’ sentiments so ably ‘set forth by the || Some’ ne ouiy in devising cuch's provision cane. thet.will 
. | vis Ss , 

sre ners 3 ae acs ane stdaieainee ay || protect the South, and which at the same time will improve 

speech; though mau ¢ - | 


A |} and strengthen the Government, instead of impairing and 
dially admire and most heartily approve; though || weakening it.” 


I am deeply grateful to him for his manly and || Now, sir, that such a constitutional amendment 
irresistible vindication of southern rights at a mo- || as the one here hinted at may be desirable, I will 
ment so critical as the present; yet is it true that || not undertake to deny. Indeed, I should feel it to 
1 cannot subscribe to all that the honorable Sena- | be somewhat presumptuous in me to question the 
tor thought proper to say upon the occasion, and || value of an amendment of the precise nature of 
I feel tonnd to express my special regret that he || which I know nothing at present. Whenever the 
did nag avoid saying several things which I cannot || honorable Senator shall choose to bring it forward 
but believe to be of a tendency exceedingly hurt- || in a regular way for our consideration, | promise 
ful to the South itself, and still more so to the || to look into it dispassionately and without preju- 
republic in general. Sir, I feel bound to declare, || dice; and I doubt not that I may yield it my sup- 
that in my opinion the speech of the honorable ||.port. But, sir, at this moment, when we are strug- 
Senator from South Carolina was drawn ~ with- |} gling to adjust all the pending questions growing 
out consultation with any other southern Senator, || out of the subject of slavery—when impediment 
and that no other Senator would be willing to be- | on impediment has been thrust in the way of a 
come responsible for those portions to which I || final adjustment of these questions—when impedi- 
have already alluded, as being, in my judgment, | ment after impediment has been removed, and the 
so decidedly objectionable. At any rate, sir, | || spirit of brotherly conciliation and compromise 
have determined, as one southern Senator, not || are beginning to mark our own proceedings, and 
yet despairing, thank God! of the Union, and |} still more strikingly to mark large assemblages of 
still resolved to struggle perseveringly for its | our fellow-citizens, the proceedings of which are 
maintenance, if it may be maintained consistently || now reaching us by every mail; at this moment 
with southern honor and southern safety: I say, || when I, for one, had hoped, and confidently hoped, 
sir, [ have resolved to lose no time in entering |, that if a special committee of thirteen could be 
my protest against such parts of the of || raised in this body, a general scheme of pacification 
the honorable Senator from South Carolina as I || and settlement would be speedily agreed upon that 
deem \ikely to injure, instead of benefiting, the || might certainly and forever put down faction and 











| themselves with relying upon the Constitution as it | 


| which embraces an amendment of the Constitu- | 
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_ cause in behalf of which it was delivered. With- factionists, secure the honor and 
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South, and secure the Union itself, with the 
tarnishing or obscuring the true honor e all 
North—at such a time, and under such ci the 
stances, the honorable Senator from South Cn.” 
lina, without consulting any of us, unprompted i 
any ee of the people North or So y 
| comes forward with a claim for a constity a 
amendment, which he asserts to be indispen 
| to the preservation of the Union. | confess th . 
I do not perfectly understand this part of the hy “9 
| orable Senator’s speech. I am not prepared oa 
cide whether he meant to insist upon this alterat ; 
| of the Constitution as a sine quanon. [ hope o 
I hope (as I now see him iti his seat) he wij} - 
| plain this grave matter to the country. But z 
sir, is it clear that thjs proposition is an aiitiond 
obstruction to the immediate settlement of , 
| questions now pending? It is a proposition wh 
has not originated with any portion of the people 
of the South; and one which, if insisted on thes 
So procrastinate settlement, as I verily believe wil 
make disunion almost inevitable. _ 
Now, sir, I beg leave to say, and I wish to say 
it very earnestly and very solemnly, that [| an 
quite satisfied for the present with the Constity. 
tion as framed by our wise and patriotic fore. 
| fathers. I am entirely content with its existino 
| provisions, if we can but secure their faithful en, 
| forcement. Iam for the Constitution and its ruar. 
antees. Iam for the Union, as provided for an 
delineated in that sacred instrument. It is not q 
| new Constitution, nor an amended Constitution 
| for which I have been all along contending; not 
such a Union as may be hereafter provided by the 
| wisdoin of the present generation, but the good 
| old Union, the fruit of the sage counsels of our 
| immaortal ancestors, men never surpassed in all 
| that is calculated to ennoble humanity and give 
true glory to nations. I must insist that the strong 
ground of the South has heretofore been that we 
seek only what the Constitution entitles us to de. 
mand; we ask but justice under the Constitution, 
and that protection and safety which its provisions 
were intended to secure. And, sir, I am not pre. 


_— 
tonal 


the 
ich 


pared, indeed I am by no means prepared, to quit 
|| this strong ground, and assert that we of the 


South will have no settlement of existing diffcul- 
ties unless we can effect a modification of the fed- 
/ eral compact. I regret that we had not at least 
some little notice of this new demand before it 
was so formally asserted in the Senate, and in a 
manner so deliberate and imposing. I do not 
arraign the intentions of the honorable Senator 
from South Cerolina. I doybt not that they were 
most patriotic and praiseworthy. No man will 
ever persuade me to doubt his purity, or his patri- 








otism, or his arvent love of the Union. But re. 
gret that he has sounnecessarily supplied his ever- 
watchful adversaries with a plausible pretext for 
the renewal of their unjust and heartless assaults 
| upon his character and sensibilities. I regret, if 
| possible, still more deeply, that he has made it 


| necessary that 1, who am one of his most adni- 


ring and trusting friends, should thus plainly, as! 
have done, protest against this requisition of a 
change in the Constitution, which all must per- 
ceive to be at present impossible, and the demand 
for which is, in my judgment, almost equivalent 
to pronouncing the Union at an end. 

he honorable Senator from South Carolina 
has, unnecessarily, as I conceive, gone a good deal 
out of his way for the purpose of assailing certain 
northern statesmen, whose noble maintenance of 
southern rights, entitles them to the everlasting 
gratitude of the whole South—a gratitude which | 
take it upon me to say, no influence will be sufi- 
ciently potent to induce the generous people of the 
South to withhold from these their fearless and 
disinterested defenders and advocates, The hon- 
orable Senator has gone still further; he has not 


reviled—he never reviles—but he has censured, 





| most vehemently and sweepingly censured, the 





whole North, ‘‘all portions” of which he accuses 
of hostility to southern institutions. 1 will cite his 
very words: 


‘ There is a question of vital importance to the southern 
section, in reference to which the views and feelings of the 
two sections are as opposite and hostile as they can possibly 
be. I refer to the relation between the two races in 
seutbern section, which constitutes a vital portion of her 
social urganization. Every portion of the North entertails 
views and feelings more or less hostile to it.” 


Now, sir, I must confess that I regard this lan- 
guage as highly unjust to large portions of the 
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ylation of the free States. Abolitionists, it is | the people’ of the South; if you wished her to have |! other Senator. Sir, | desire that my words shall 
are numerous in most of the States where | the security to her property which you professed, || go out and be received by the public as they stand, 
- try does not exist. The Free Soilers, as a || it would be best for you, as it would be best for || and not as they may be attempted to be explained 
vritieal faction, are still more numerous. There || all, or at least a desirable thing, that some provis- 1 here by any gentleman. 
thousands of bawling demagogues scattered ion be made in the Constitution, by which the || Mr. President, the Senator from Mississippi has 
rough the North, some of whose obstreperous || weaker party in the Union could have this sense | unfortunately overlooked the character of my re- 
ies are heard in the halls of Congress, whoare || of security, and by which it could be protected || marks. What was the great object | had in view? 
vastantlY avowing the bitterest enmity to the from the aggressions of #& numerical majority. || It was to ascertain the cause of the disquiet which 
gouth and to southern institutions, Yet still, sir, | These are the views of my colleague, as | under- | prevails ; and could I overlook that cause which is 
| 














shere are many—yea, I doubt not, much the larger stood him, though I have never conferred with || so obviously to be traced to the utter inability of 
part of the Democratic portion of the North, and || him concerning them. — I have chosen to reply to | the southern States to defend themselves through 
many Whigs beside—who, though they are not || my friend from Mississippi without porn |, Congress, upon this or any other subject, upon 
ihe zealous advocates of slavery, and are unable to || with my colleague, and as he is now present, | || which the northern States choose to act? Could 
poreciate the manifold advantages which we hold || will leave to himself the reference which | intended | that be overlooked? It is the great and manifest 
ip belong to our system of domestic labor, are, not- || to have made, if he had not appeared in his seat, || cause. If we had the same power now that we 
githstanding, not hostile to it, in the sense in which | to the other comments on his speech by the Sena- | had formerly, we could defend ourselves here; but 
ihe term has been obviously employed oS hon- || tor from Mississippi. I have no doubt, in his || that power is gone. And it is the sense of weak- 
orable Senator from South Carolina. hat, sir! || explanation, he will make himself understood. || ness that the South feels—it is the conviction that 
shall we say that those are hostile to our domestic || He has always thought and spoke for himself! they cannot defend themselves here, that is the 
institutions, in a political sense, who have constant- | with intrepidity, and requires no interpreter. cause of the deep excitement which prevails in that 
iy signalized themselves by defending them against | Mr. CALHOUN, (in his seat.) What is the || section of the Union. Could I overlook that? And 
aii unjust assailment; who are zealous upholders || question before the Senate? Is there any, sir? what was my summing up? It was that, unless 


of the Constitution and all its guarantees; who | _The VICE PRESIDENT. There is no ques- | this question is finally and forever settled now, it 
have denounced the Abolitionists from the first, || tion pending. || is not probable that it will be settled at any future 
and who still denounce them; who have never | Mr.CALHOUN. I must really express my || time, and that it never can be satisfactorily settled, 
afiliated with the Free Soilers; and whose sturdy | great regret that a member of this body, in my | unless the cause which has led to that disquiet, be 
blows have notoriously consigned Wilmot pro- | absence this morning, before the hour for the con- || removed. I said nothing about sine qua non; I did 


risoism and all its ill-fated advocates to defeat and || sideration of this question, should have engaged | not allude to any sine qua non—that is an inference 
disgrace? Are these the enemies to our const- || in commenting on my remarks in reference to the | of the Senator from Mississippi, not to be deduced 
wutional rights? Are these persons justly accused || important question that is under discussion. 1 | from any language that I oak 

of being hostile to the institution which they have || had not the advantage of hearing fhe remarks of But | will say, and | say it boldly—for | am not 
thus defended? No, sir,no! There are states- | the Senator from Mississippi? Did he accuse me | afraid to say the truth on any question—that, as 
men in the North—yea, there are statesmen now |, of disunion? Did he mean to insinuate that? things now stand, the southern States cannot with 
in my eye—to whom the South is as muchin- || Mr. FOOTE. 1 regret that the honorable Sen- | safety remain in the Union. When this question 
debted for the defence of our rights, as to any of || ator was not in his place. My only reason for | may be settled, when we shall come to a consti- 
herewn sons. What does the honorable Senator || referring to the matter at this time was, that | did || tutional understanding, is a question of time; but, 
from South Carolina think of the noble meeting in '| not expect the honorable Senator to be here at ail || as things now stand, | appeal to the Senator from 
Philadelphia a few nights ago, and of the patriots || for many days; | thought that he was too much Mississippi, if he thinks that the South can remain 
who composed it? Are they our enemies? What i) indisposed to be present; and believing that | |, in the Union upon terms of equality ? 

does he think of the still more recent Democratic should have no other opportunity for seasonably | Mr. FOOVE. Wecannot, unless the pending 
meeting in New York, at which resolutions were | shielding myself from misjudgment, | determined || questions are settled; but in my opinion, these 

| 


adopted which would have done no discredit to || to seize the present occasion tor that purpose. || questions may be settled, and honorably settled, 
any city of the South, and which, with the excep- || Now, I will say to the honorable Senator from || within ten days’ time. 

tion of a single one, [ am not afraid to say, | || South Carolina that | had not the slightest inten- || Mr. CALHOUN. Does the Senator think the 
should have voted for most cordially ? What has || tion to impute to him designs hostile to the Union. || South can remain in the Union upon terms of 
he to say of those letters which were read at the || I said that his motives were patriotic. He will || equality without a specific guarantee that she shall 
same meeting from the honorable Senators from || find my remarks when reported in the morning to || enjoy her rights unmolested ? 

New Yorkand Michigan [Messrs. Dickinson and || be somewhat in bad taste, simply because so ex- ||) Mr. FOOTE. I think she may, without any 


Cass]—letters which I predict will be received || ceedingly encomiastic in relation to himself. All || previous amendment of the Constitution. There 
with enthusiastic delight, and awaken a lively feel- || that I said was, that his speech, addressed to us || we disagree. 
ing of gratitude and admiration throughout the || with the best intentions, did contain certain sen- || Mr. CALHQUN. Yes, there we disagree en- 
whole South? Sir, | must insist that nothing can be || tences which, if construed as | feared they would || tirely; and there, I think, he disagrees with our 
more unjust and illiberal, than to say that ‘* every || be construed, would be regarded as insisting, on | ancestors. I agree with them. They thought 
portion of the North entertains views and feelings | the part of the South, upon demands that had never || liberty required guarantees; they thoug!:t that it 
more or less hostile to the South.’’ Are they our || before been set up, and which might prove fatal | required protection; and so believe 1. Mr. Pres- 
foes who are constantly defending us and our || to the Union, if not abandoned. In other words, || ident, { will not dwell upon this topic, which has 
vital interests against our real adversaries? Are || I understood the view of the honorable Senator to || been brought up in this irregular manner. 
they hostile who have risked their all of popularity || be—and | know that other honorable Senators so The Senator from Mississippi accuses me of 
and influence for our protection, and in many in- || understood him—that an amendment of the Con- || another thing: that | condemned the whole North 
stances have been driven from all public employ- || stitution would be a sine qua non to a settlement of | in the gro#®, as being hostile to the South. What 
ment on account of their unswerving friendship || existing difficulties; and | declared that, if the hon- || did 1 say? I stated that there were three divis- 
forus? Is it generous, is it just, to insult them || orable Senator designed to be so understood, | | ions of sentiment in the North on the subject. 
now, or those, who yet linger among us, awaiting, || could not agree with him; that | had never been || The first, and it constitutes but a small portion, 
perchance, a similar doom, with the language of || consulted in relation to this point, and that I be- || believe the institution of slavery to be immoral; 
complaint, of distrust, of censure? Surely, sir, || lieved the honorable Senator from South Carolina || a larger portion believe it to be criminal; and all 
itis not generous, it is not just, and it is not even \ would find himself quite alone in regard to this || believe it to be a blot upon our national escutch- 
politic, for us to act this part. 1 see that the hon- || requisition. 1 employed no uncivil or disrespect- || eon. What more did I say? I said that when- 
orable Senavor from South Carolina is present and || ful language towards that Senator, Every Sen- | ever it came to a question, all parties would join 
desirous of explaining, and I give way to him with || ator present well knows such to be the fact. 1 | in fighting against the South. 
pleasure. ventured to differ with him in opinion, as | had a |, Mr. FOOTE. This passage in the Senator’s 
Mr. BUTLER. I have not conferred with my || right to do. 1 took the liberty of stating my own | speech struck me as being too severe. 1 am very 
colleague, nor do I know that I am altogether in {| opinion, in opposition to his, as clearly and strong- || glad to hear it explained. 
possession of his views in relation to this subject, || ly asI could. This, I hope, was not impious, or |. Mr. CALHOUN. Every portion of the North 














but | shall anticipate him in replying to the re- || indecent, or unallowable. Whilst | aspire to be \| entertains feelings more or less hostile to the South. 
marks of the Senator from Mississippi, and give || the leader of no man, I wish it to be understood || Mr. FOOTE. I cannot think so. 
to his views that interpretation that | think they |! that I recognize no man, either here or elsewhere, || Mr.CALHOUN. More or less hostile. What 


are susceptible of. I did not understand my col- || as my leader. 1 menace no one, and | will sub- |, | mean is, that they declare that the institution is 
league to say that the Union could not be sustained || mit to no menace; I command no one, and | will || a blot upon our national escutcheon. Is that not 
with its present organization, with an established || yield to no command. 1 practise courtesy, and | | being more or less hostile? And is there a north- 
and fixed. majority, or that the existing difficulties || shall certainly exact it from all with whom [| may || ern man who will rise up and make a declaration 
might not be patched up by compromises to a cer- || have intercourse. Gentlemen who venture bold- | to the contrary? Sir, | must express my deep 
‘ain limited extent; but I understood him to say || ly upon the arena of debate here must expect regret that the Senator from Mississippi should 
distinely—and such was the whole tenor of his || sometimes to have their favorite positions ques- | think proper to call on me in this irregular way, 
speech—that if this Union was to be made perpet- || tioned, and their arguments responded to; and they || and at this early stage, for an explanation. If he 
ual, he wished to have in it two essential elements || have no right to presume unkindness merely on | differed from me there would be a suitable occa- 
~—harmony among its members, and a sense of || the ground, that their speeches are not permitted to || sion, in the course of the debate, to express his 
self-security in eve rt. 1 understood my col- || go. wholly unanswered. ‘| sentiments. No, Mr. President, we cannot dis- 
e thus far to indicate his opinion; and, by Mr. CALHOUN. My friend from Mississippi | guise the fact that this feeling in®he North exists; 
way of summing up, he said, Restore harmony by || might have been saved from the necessity of | and unless there be a provision in the Constitution 
doing justice, by complying with the obligations || making these solemn protests that he has never || against that feeling, the two sections of this Union 
of the Constitution, by making provision on the || followed a leader, for 1 have never pretended to be 1 will never live in harmony. 
part of the North for the restoration of fugitive || the leader of avy man. When I speak,| speak for || Now, sir, as to the question of disunion. I 
slaves; and more, if you wished this Union to be || myself—upon my individual responsibility—and || talk very little about whether | am a Union man 
Perpetual and a love of it to exist in the hearts of || not for the Senator from Mississippi, nor any || or not; because I put no confidence in professions. 
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I leave it to my acts to determine whether I am a | 
Union man or not. Sir, Ichallenge comparison with | 
any man here—I challenge a comparison by the | 
Senator from Mississippi—l appeal to him if there 

is any man who has ever abstained more carefully || 
from what he believed to be a violation of the || 
Constitution, or who has ever been more forward |. 
to arrest all infractions of the Constitution. It is || 
in vain for a man to aay he loves the Union if he 

does not protect the Constitution; for that is the 

bond that made the Union. If I am judged by | 
my acts, | trust I shall be found to be as firm a 

friend of the Union as any man within it. Sir, | 

do not know that there are any points that | have | 
left unexplained; if my friend from Mississippi— | 
for f will still call him my friend—wisties for ex- || 
planation upon any other point, I sliall be glad to ] 





accommodate him. ‘ 
Mr. FOOTE. [certainly did not intend any un- 
kindness to the Senator from South Carolina. If || 
he had noticed my manner, he would have found | 
it to be entirely otherwise than unkind; I may 
well say that he 1s one of the most valued friends 
that I have in the world. {lt occurred to me, how- || 
ever, that some explanation was necessary, and 
really, the Senator should, as I think, be inclined 
to acknowledge himself under special obligations || 
to me for giving him this early opportunity of ex- | 
plaining. The Senator accuses me of charging | 
him with being a disunionist. I am somewhat 
surprised that he should make this accusation. I || 
have always maintained that he is one of the most | 
devoted friends of the Union in this body. But | 
when he says that the whole North. is hostile to | 
the system of domestic slavery in the South, in 
my opinion he does great injustice to the North. 
Sir, the Senator from South Carolina insinuates || 
earnestly that my course toward him has been || 
unfriendly. I am far from thinking so. I have || 
differed with him in opinion merely; if this be 
evidence of enmity, lam his enemy; not other- 
wise. 


Nothing could more pain me than justly to || 
forfeit by any act of mine the friendship and es- 
teem of the honorable Senator from South Caro- || 
lina, upon which, for several years past, | have so || 
much prided myself. , 
Mr. CALHUUN. The Senator exhibits, | 
think, a little anxiety to misconstrue; at all events, || 
he does not construe my remarks liberally. 
calls my attention to a meeting in New York, at 
which, he says, sentiments were .expressed that 
were favorable to the South. It is true there 
were me sentiments expressed there that I ap- 
prove of, but Iam not to be deceived by them; 
that meeting was for depriving us of all our rights 
in California. I like to attend to things, and not | 
to thé names - which they are called. Sir, I 
should be most happy to think that we should 


|| ate a communication from the President of the | 
| United States, enclosing a correspondence be- | 


He |} 





have the vote of the Senators from New York, and |/ 
of other Senators of the North, in favor of pre- | 
serving our rights in California. But there are 
two modes of treating the subject; one is by 
speaking, and the other by acting—of the two, the | 
jatter is the most effective. 1 had hoped that this | 
discussion would go on regularly, and I hope it | 
will heréafter; and if any Senator, in the course | 
of his remarks, chooses to comment upon what | 
have said, I trust I shall have health enough to 
defend my own position. 
Here the conversation was dropped. 


ADMISSION OF CALIFORNIA. 


| 

| 

; | 
The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
special order, being the message of the President | 
| 

| 


of the United States transmitting the constitution 
of the State of California. 

Mr. HAMLIN, who was entitled to the floor, 
addressed the Senate for upward of two hours | 


pewe [His speech will be found in the Appen- 
Ix. 





r. SEWARD next obtained the floor. 

_Mr. DOUGLAS. If it will make no material 
difference to the Senator from New York, i should 
be glad to anticipate him in this debate. There 
are ceriain reasons why I desire to dose. I will 
say tothe honorable Senator, that unless I speak 
within a few days 1 may not have an opportunity 
to do eo. - 

Mr. SEWARD. It would give me great pleas- 
ure to yield the floor to the Senator from Hlinois, |) 
but [ have already given way several times. I || 
will yield the floor, however, hoping that the gen- |, 
maahe 1 have shown may meet with a kind re- 
Urn. 


| 





Mr. DOUGLAS. I thank the Senator for his 
kindness. I will only say that I desire to post. | 
pone the further consideration of this subject to | 


, the earliest day when it will not interfere with 


other business. I therefore move that it be post- 
poned until Friday next. {| do not know that I 
should have named that day unless | had under- 
stood that the honorable Senator from New York 
would succeed me. 


Mr. TURNEY. 





} 
I shell consent to no agree- | 


' ment which may bg made between Senators, but I | 


shall claim the floor to offer some remarks on this | 
question, whenever I can obtain it. 


Mr. Dove.as’s motion to postpone the further | 
postp 


| consideration of this subject to Friday next was | 


then agreed to,and Mr. Sewarp, it was under- | 
stood, would address the Senate on Thursday | 


| next. | 


RECIPROCITY WITH GREAT BRITAIN. 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 


tween the British Minister and the Secretary of | 


'| State, being the same as that published in the | 
| House proceedings of this date. 


Mr. bADGER. I move that the message and 
documents accompanying it, be laidupon the table 
and printed. 

Mr. KING, 
with a view t®some action. 

Mr. DAWSON. 
a resolution? 

Mr. KING. Oh, no. 
a call of the Senate, is it? 

Severat SENATORS. 

Mr. KING. Then it must have been sent here 
with the expectation of some legitimate action. 

Mr. BERRIEN, (in his seat.) No doubt of it. 

Mr. KING. Then it would be only respectful 


Were they not called for by | 


This is not an answer to 


|| to refer the matter to some committee, in order that 


the committee may report to us whether any such 


| action is necessary or not. 


Mr. BADGER. There is no necessity for re- 
ferring it now, | presume. 
Mr. BERRIEN. | think it had better be re- 


\| ferred. 


Mr. KING. I move to refer the message and 
accompanying documents to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. [I wish to divide that 
motion. It seems to me that the first letter, in ref- 


| erence to the existing tariff, might go to the Com- 
| mittee on Commerce; but the second letter, which | 


relates to the duties on iron, it appears to me, 
should go to the Committee of Ways and Means, 


| or perhaps to the Committee on Finance. | under- | 

stand that both letters have been sent here because || (01 mittee on the Judiciary 
they have been presented to the State Department | ; 
| by the British minister, calling the attention of the 


| Government to our 


robable action in reference to 


British interests. As these letters refer to two 


distinct classes of interests, 1 think it would be | 
l wish here to | 
| remark, that the whole proceeding strikes me as 


proper to divide the reference. 


something new. 


But, if the British Minister gan be tolerated to | 
| make suggestions as to the passage of laws which 
| may’affect the feelings and interests of the English | 
| people, | hope the committee will be kind enough 


to direct their attention to some mode of suggest- 
ing a modification of the British tariff, especially 


| in relation to the article of tobacco, and one or two || 


other articles, on which the British duties are 
enormously high. Sir, if some arrangement could 
be made by which they would reciprocate this 


| feeling, if some arrangement could be made that 


would terminate in the mutual advantage of the 
producers of both countries, it would be to me a 
source of great gratification. 1 move that the first 
of these letters be referred to the Committee of 
Ways and Means, and the second to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. The first mo- 
tion seems fo me to be the correct one, to lay the 
message on the table; not with a view that it 


should remain there, but that we should have an || 


opportunity of reading and looking into the docu- 
ment, which is one a little extraordinary in its 
character. It certainly embraces two subjects, 
both of copsiderable consequence, and the proper 
disposition of them may be as suggested by the 
honorable Senator from Kentucky, (Mr. Unpgr- 





| 
I presume they were sent — 
| 





No, certainly not. 


March 6. 

course would be to lay it on the table for ; 
ent, and have it printed, so as to give us 
tunity of looking at it. 

On motion of Mr. BADGER, the me 
then laid on the table, and the motion to in ~~ 
ferred to the Committee on Printing. to. 
_ Mr. BORLAND, from the Comm 
ing, reported in favor of printi 
and the report was concurred i 

The Senate then adjourned. 


the Pres. 
an Oppor. 


ittee on Print. 


n. ; 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
W epyespay, March 6, 1850. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approve 
DELAWARE BAY. 

Mr. HAY asked the unanimous consent of the 
House to introduce the following resolution, which 
was read for information: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce he instructeg 
to inquire into the expediency of providing a breakwater a 
Crow’s Shoal, in Delaware Bay, near Cape May, New Jer. 
sey; and that they report to this House by bill or otherwise, 
| No objection having been made, the resolution 
was introduced and adopted. 


TEXAN NAVY. 

Mr. HOWARD asked that a memorial here. 
tofor@ presented by him from the officers of the 
Texan Navy, and which had been referred to the 
Committee on Commerce, be withdrawn from tha 
committee, and be referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. It was so ordered. 

TENNESSEE. 

Mr. THOMAS, by unanimous consent, pre. 
sented certain joint resolutions of the Legislature 
of Tennessee, in favor of an Agricultural Bureau, 
which were referred to the Committee on Agricul. 
ture, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, a joint resolution of the Legislature of 
that State, relative to the Constitution and the 
Union; which was ordered to lie on the table and 
be printed. 

Mr. BURT called for the regular order of busi- 
ness. 

The SPEAKER announced the regular order 
|| of business to be the call of the committees for re- 
|| ports, commencing—where the call was last sus. 
|| pended—with the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

LAWS OF THE UNITED STATES. 

Mr. SCHERMERHORN asked the unanimous 
consent of the House to introduce a bill, of which 
(he said) previous notice had been given, “ pro- 
| viding for the publication of the laws of the United 
States.’’ 

Leave having been granted, the bill was intro- 
duced, read twice by its title, and referred to the 








| 
| 
} 


| 
| 
| 


} 
} 





ALBEMARLE SOUND. 


Mr. OUTLAW asked and obtained the unani- 
mous consent of the House to introduce the fol- 
lowing resolution, which was read for informa- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instruct- 
|| ed to inquire into the expediency of opening a communice- 
|| tion between the waters of the Albemarle Sound and the 
Auntie Ocean, at or near to Old Roanoke Inlet, and that 
they have leave to report by bill or otherwise. 4 

Leave having been granted, the resolution was 
|| introduced and adopted. 
| Mr. BURT insisted on the regular order of 
business. * 

Mr. McLANAHAN asked the unanimous con- 
_ sentof the House to present the memorial of the 
| Senate of the State of Pennsylvania, the purport 
of which he did not state. 

Objected to. 

On motion by Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, 
the Committee on Naval Affairs was dischary 
| from the further consideration of the memorial 
Thomas M. Newell, and it was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. : 

Mr. McQUEEN, from the Committee on Ne- 
val Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of Thomas 
Dennis, which being read a first and second Uwe 
by its title, : 

Mr. McQUEEN asked that the bill be res! 
| through with a view to its passage. 

The bill was so read. 

Mr. P. KING moved that the bill be referred 
'| the Committee of the whole House, and made the 
order of the day for to-morrow. 

Mr. McQUEEN made some remarks touching 








|; woop] but at all events, the most appropriate || the peculiar merits of the case, and ¢ 
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